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HISTORICAL SKETCH 


OF THE 


QUIDNESSET BAPTIST CHURCH, 
NORTH KINGSTOWN, R. 1.* 


N the northeastern part of North Kingstown (stretching 
out into Narragansett Bay), is a neck of land still 
known by its Indian name, Quidnesset. Here, early 
@ in the present century, we find well cultivated farms, 

and a prosperous and industrious people. A stream or 
two, also, coursing their way here and there through the green 
fields and beneath the shadowy forests, had given rise to small 
but lucrative manufactories. Altogether, it was a busy, well- 
ordered community, a place where man would love to dwell. 
One thing, however, the dwellers there stood sadly in need of; 
they were a religious people, and they were in want of near 
and permanent religious privileges. It is true that an occa- 
sional preacher came among them declaring the word of life. 


‘ It is true, also, that there were churches of the living God 





* It will be found that this sketch of the Quidnesset Church differs in some important par- 
ticulars from that published with the minutes of the Narragansett Association, 1882. This 
is the later copy, and the changes made are to render the sketch more accurate. 
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around them. In the village of East Greenwich at the north, 
and the village of Wickford at the south, were religious inter- 
ests already, though feebly sustained ; farther to the south, 
near what is now the Allenton post office, stood the meeting- 
house of the First Baptist Church of North Kingstown; and 
in the extreme western part of the town of East Greenwich 
was the East Greenwich and Warwick Baptist Church. But 
all of these religious interests, though occasionally enjoyed, 
presented, nevertheless, one and the same great disadvantage 
to the dwellers in Quidnesset,—they were too far away to be 
of the best practical value. What this people needed was a 
church of the Lord Jesus Christ among themselves, and a 
house of worship sufficiently central in its location, to be readily 
accessible to all, where the preaching of the gospel could be 
permanently maintained. The time was ripening for this 
great blessing, though they knew it not. And God was to 
find all the material for its accomplishment on the field itself. 

Living within the bounds of Quidnesset Neck at this time, 
were a few families of Baptists, members of the First Baptist 
Church of North Kingstown. Among them were two men, 
near relatives, named Allen, each alike distinguished in after 
years for his unusual devotedness to the work of the Master. 
One, George Allen, became a deacon of the First Baptist 
Church, an office he held and honored to the day of his death. 
The other, Joseph W. Allen, was destined for even a more 
remarkable career. He early manifested a decided talent for 
preaching, and was soon (about 1815) licensed by the First 
Church “ to preach the gospel wherever God should open the 


way.” The proper field of labor for the young brother was 


soon proved to be around his own home, among his own asso- 
ciates and neighbors, and here he labored for a few years with 
marked success. The tokens of Divine favor which were con- 
stantly attending him in the gospel work led directly on to his 
ordination. At the call of the First Baptist Church of North 
Kingstown, a council met in the village of Wickford, May 30, 
1822, “for the purpose of receiving and ordaining Brother 
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Joseph W. Allen to the work of the gospel ministry.” That 
council numbered twelve—four ministers and eight laymen— 
representing three churches, the First, Exeter ; East Green- 
wich and Warwick ; and the First, North Kingstown. It was 
unanimously decided to ordain the brother, but it was also 
expressly stipulated that “the young brother should be or- 
dained an elder in the First Baptist Church of North Kings- 
town, under the watch and care of elder William Northrop.” 
The order of services was as follows: Prayer, Elder Daniel 
Greene, of Pawtucket; Sermon, Elder Gershom Palmer, of 
Exeter, from the text, 1 Tim. iv., 16: “ Take heed unto thy- 
self and unto the doctrine; continue in them; for in doing this 
thou shalt save thyself, and them that hear thee;” Ordaining 
Prayer, Elder John Ormsbee, of ; Charge to the candidate, 
Elder William Northrop, of North Kingstown. Brother Allen, 
us indeed it was expressly intended at his ordination, made 
every arrangement to continue his work in Quidnesset Neck. 
From house to house, in barn or open field, wherever the oppor- 
tunity offered, he preached the gospel of Christ. In every re- 
spect he showed himself “‘a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed.” Yea, the history of the Baptist cause and of the 
growth of Baptist principles in Quidnesset for the next forty 
years, is virtually the history of this devoted and godly man. 





THE BRANCH. 


Six years now rolled on. They were years of toil to this 
honored servant of the Lord. No perfect record has been left 
us of the work done. It is known, however, that there were 
frequent baptisms, but as those baptized at this time became 
members of the First Church, their number cannot be ascer- 
tained. That the work was deemed successful is indicated by 
a record made June 1, 1828. It was an action on the part of 
the First Baptist Church of North Kingstown, signed by pas- 
tor and deacons, and reads thus : 


*¢ The church of Christ in North Kingstown under the pastoral 
care of Elder William Northrop, taking into consideration the lo- 
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cal situation of a number of brethren and sisters in Quidnesset 
Neck and vicinity, have thought proper to set them off as a branch 
of the above named church, in full fellowship and communion 
with us, deposing in them and giving them equal authority and 
power of a constituted church ; still they remain a Branch with 
the above said body, and yet, with power to receive and discipline 
members abstractly and separately from the church; and that 
Brother Jvseph W. Allen have charge and care of the said Branch. 
And we «gree that when it is their wish to be set off as a sepa- 
rate church to assist and constitute them as such.” 


In connection with this record it is further added, “ Religious 
services were performed in Brother James Allen’s barn, from 
the fact that the congregation could not be seated in his house.” 
Elder William Northrop preached the sermon, from the text, 
Luke II: 16: “ The babe lying in a manger.” At the close 
of the services ten were baptized. Among that number was a 
young lad, James Clarke, who is still a member of the Quid- 
nesset church. Two other young men, brothers, named EI- 
dred, were also of that ten, and are mentioned here on account 
of the tragic death that befell them a few months after. They 
had gone out in their sailboat upon the bay after fowl. The 
night came on cool, and, going into the cabin of the little ves- 
sel, they built a charcoal fire in a portable furnace they had 
with them, and lay down to a slumber from which they never 
awoke. The gas from the furnace, owing to the tightly closed 
doors of the cabin, found no escape, and they were asphyxi- 
ated. 

The minutes of the Branch, unfortunately, have not been 
preserved. From the memories of some of the older members 
of the church, however, these facts have been learned. For a 
time after the Branch had been set off, the little band of 
Christians, following the apostolic custom, met from house to 
house. But so much did they need a house of worship that 
the most strenuous efforts were put forth to obtain one. Dea- 
con George Allen, of the mother church, gave the land, and a 
sufficient sum of money was raised among the other friends 
of the enterprise on Quidnesset Neck, to erect, in 1829, a 
small but substantial building, designed to be used for school, 
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as well as religious purposes. It was familiarly known from 
that time on, so long as it was used as a house of worship, as 
the Union MeeEtING House. 





At the formation of the Branch, it is also worthy of note, 
that a young brother, Thomas Hill, was ordained to the office 
of deacon, and having officiated in this capacity during the 
time the relation of the Branch was sustained, he became the 
first deacon of the church at its organization, an office that he 
held also for more than forty years afterwards. 

The relation of the Branch with the mother church con- 
tinued for nearly eleven years. These were, moreover, years 
of spiritual prosperity and success. Many were baptized. The 
little one grew apace. But she forgot not the mother who 
had given her birth. The pleasantest relations ever existed 
between mother and child. It was a frequent custom for the 
members of the Branch to suspend their own services on the 
third Sunday of the month, and go in one united band over 
the seven miles that separated them from the mother church, 
and there they observed together the memorial supper of their 
common Master and Lord. 
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THE ORGANIZATION. 


On Jan. 12, 1839, the records show that, as a preparatory 
step towards a distinct church organization, the Branch adopt- 
ed “ Articles of Faith,” and “ A Church Covenant.” 

On April 4, 1839, a council met at the Union Meeting House 
in Quidnesset Neck, “to take in consideration the propriety 
of recognizing the Quidnesset Branch of the First Baptist 
Church of North Kingstown as a distinct and independent 
church.” Elder Benj. C. Grafton was moderator of that coun- 
cil. Nine churches were represented by sixteen delegates. 
The Pine Street, Providence; the First, East Greenwich ; the 
First, Pawtucket; the First, Valley Falls; the First, Wick- 
ford; the First, Exeter; the Second, Richmond; the War- 
wick and Coventry; the First, Wakefield. The council ap- 
proved the “ Articles of Faith,’ and the “ Church Covenant.” 
It was voted to recognize the Quidnesset Branch as an inde- 
pendent church. The sermon was by Rev. John Dowling, 
of Providence. Brethren Byram,.Tew, Grafton, Johnson, 
Thomas Dowling, E. K. Fuller and J. H. Baker, also took 
part in the services. The recognition services were duly pub- 
lished in the next issues of The Gospel Witness, and The 
Christian Watchman. The constituent members numbered 
thirty-eight. 


THE FIRST PASTORATE. 


The little church, once organized, had but a single thought. 
It was that he who under God’s blessing had been so instru- 
mental in its formation, might become its spiritual guide. A 
call was therefore extended to Brother Allen to become their 
pastor, and he, accepting that call, began his pastoral office 
with the day of the church organization. Scarcely had the 
relation been assumed when it was evident that God’s special 
favor and blessing was resting upon them. There were ad- 
ditions by baptism every month of the following summer, and 
the church membership was more than doubled ere the year 
closed. With the spring of 1840 the good work was revived. 
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In fact it may be said it had scarcely ceased, as many during 
the winter months had made a profession of faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. On Sunday, May 8, eight were baptized. Among 
the number an old lady of eighty-three, the mother of Elder 
Allen, who for a number of years had been an helpless invalid. 
Borne down into the water in a chair, she by the hands of her 
own son was there baptized, and came forth rejoicing that she 
had thus been able to follow in the footsteps of her Lord. 
Again and again were the waters visited that summer, until 
fourteen happy converts had been buried in baptism. A quiet 
work of grace, with occasional baptisms, continued through- 
out the next year. Then came the year 1842, a year remark- 
able in the history of the Quidnesset church in two respects. 
It was the year of the Dorr War. But the little church was 
agitated with other than state troubles or gubernatorial con- 
flicts. The question of slavery, destined a number of years 
later to terminate in a national conflict, had already begun to 
be agitated. Already an honest indignation was creeping 
over the North at this, our national shame. A few slaves 
were still held even in Rhode Island. The Quidnesset church 
at once took occasion to express a decided conviction respect- 
ing this all-important question. In April of this year the 
church unanimously adopted the following resolution : 


‘¢ Whereas, We, the members of the Quidnesset Baptist Church, 
in North Kingstown, R. I., believing it to be wrong to hold any 
of our fellow-beings in slavery, and that it is contrary to our re- 
ligious principles, and also contrary to the precepts of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, 

‘¢ Therefore Resolved, That all persons holding.a slave or slaves, 
and not treating them as subjects of their own family, and also 
who do not intend to emancipate them at the first proper and 


suitable opportunity, shall be excluded from the communion and 
fellowship of this church.”’ 


The animus of the church respecting this question is still 
further shown by a resolution presented a few years later by 
one of its deacons. It was a frequent occurrence for Southern 
Baptists, often slave-holders, who were visiting in Rhode 
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Island, to sit at the table of the Lord with their Northern 
brethren of the same faith and order. The resolution of the 
deacon, taking cognizance of this fact, was, in effect: “ That 
the Quidnesset church should decline to receive any slave- 
holder, however good his standing in the church of which he 
was a member, to the table of the Lord; and furthermore, that 
the church should refuse to fellowship those churches which 
did invite such slave-holders to the Lord’s Supper.” This 
resolution, while freely discussed and heartily sympathized 
with by the church, was finally withdrawn. The church taking 
the occasion, however, to express “ the hope that all churches 
with whom they were in fellowship might be led to adopt a 


similar position with themselves respecting this vital ques- 
tion.” 


gee IN pee 
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Another matter, more local in its influence, claimed also 
the attention of the church at this time. Their house of wor- 
ship had long been too small for their use. It also was not 
sufficiently central in its location as to be adapted to the best 
development of the religious interests of the field. It was 
decided, therefore, to build anew. Samuel Austin, a member 
of a neighboring Six Principle Baptist church, gave the build- 
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ing site, situated on the post-road from Wickford to East 
Greenwich, about equal distance from each village, and near 
the three manufacturing villages of the Quidnesset field. Pos- 
sibly no site could have been selected more central, or better 
adapted to the wants of the Quidnesset people than this. 
Funds were raised by subscription on the field itself to build 
the new meeting-house, which was dedicated Thursday, Aug. 
11, 1842, free from debt. The dedication sermon was preached 
by Rev. John Dowling, of Providence, from the text, Haggai 
ii. 7: “And Iwill fill this house with-glory, saith the Lord 
of hosts.” 

This new sacrifice on the part of the church seemed to meet 


also the approval of the Lord, for the Holy Spirit was mani- - 


fest with renewed power. Souls were converted, baptisms 
were frequent, and the good work did not cease until the fol- 
lowing year, fifty-four in all having been baptized. 

In 1844 the Quidnesset church, in common with many 
others at this time, was agitated by what may be termed a 
musical war. For some time the question had been discussed, 
‘Shall musical instruments be used in the worship of the 
Lord?’ On January 13, the church put all discussion for 
the time being at an end by voting that “all instrumental 
music be excluded from the house of God.” 

It was the same day also, that the question of allowing the 
sisters to have a voice in the church government, was emphat- 
ically decided as follows: “ All the members of this church, 
male and female, shall have equal privileges in the govern- 
ment and discipline of the church, believing this to be agree- 
able to the letter and spirit of the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” This resolution is in force at the present hour. 

In November of this year a stranger came into the commu- 
nity representing himself as a minister of Christ. He was 
frequently invited to preach to the Quidnesset people, who 
heard him with marked favor. In the emphatic language of 
one who then heard him, it may be said, “he could preach.” 
~ Rumors soon came, followed close after by the facts, showing 
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that the stranger was not an accredited minister of the gos- 
pel, either by ordination, or church membership, or manner 
of life. This led the church to place on record the following 
resolution, which it has ever since enforced, and to-day has no 
cause for regret: 


‘* Believing it to be a Christian duty to regard and fellowship 
the servants of our common Lord and Saviour, whom he has 
commissioned and sent into the Gospel field; yet it becomes our 
duty as a church. to guard against imposition, inasmuch as the 
glory of God is more or less affected by whom we invite to break 
to us the bread of life, 

‘¢ Therefore, Resolved, That we will not invite any stranger to 
hold forth in our preaching house in the future who does not come 
accredited from the church of which he is a member, or recom- 
mended as a minister of Christ.’’ 


It may be added that these years in the history of the 
Church, marked by so many resolutions, were years of spirit- 
ual success and life. 

A few years now followed of spiritual dearth. Business 
depression affected much the spiritual progress and life of 
the church. There were many removals, and this, with other 
causes, weakened the church in both spiritual and tempo- 
ral things. On May 12, 1849, Mr. Allen, owing to ill health, 
resigned his pastoral charge. For ten years and two months 
he had been pastor of the church. In that time one hundred 
and forty had been baptized, and the church membership had 
more than quadrupled. But what was better, under the wise 
and earnest leadership of Brother Allen, the foundation for 
future growth and usefulness had been successfully laid. 


THE SECOND PASTORATE. 


On July 22 of the same year, 1849, the church called Rev. 
Charles C. Lewis, of Hopkinton, to the pastorate, at a salary 
of $300. He accepted the call, and began his work among 
them July 29th. At the beginning of this pastorate the reso- 
lution against the use of instrumental music in the house of 
God, passed five years before, was repealed. On the 8th of 
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September of this year the church joined the Warren Associa- 
tion. In 1850 special religious services were held, resulting 
in the baptism of fifteen. On August 9, 1851, Brother Lewis 
resigned, the resignation to take effect the following October. 
He went to New Shoreham. His pastorate had been a brief 
one of two years and two months. Twenty had been bap- 
tized during this time. But there had also been several cases 
of severe discipline, and the result was to weaken, for a time 
at least, the spiritual power of the church. 


THE THIRD PASTORATE. 


On November 8, 1851, one month after the departure of 


Brother Lewis, Brother Joseph W. Allen, who still resided in- 


Quidnesset Neck, and whose health was restored, was invited 
to assume for the second time the pastoral care of the church. 
He accepted, and at once entered upon his duties. There 
were occasional tokens of Divine favor during the next five 
years. In 1856 the meeting-house was repaired and painted. 
A few months after a most gracious revival began. It pleased 
God to pour out His Spirit in abundant measure. Through 
the fall and winter of ’57, it continued, on into the following 
summer. Fifty-four were baptized. In 1860, at the forma- 
tion of the Narragansett Association, the Quidnesset church, 
in common with the other Baptist churches west of the Bay, 
withdrew from the Warren, and joined the new association. 
Eight years now followed of marked prosperity and growth 
on the part of the church. On April 15, 1868, Brother Allen, 
old and feeble, resigned the pastorate, and retired from active 
ministerial service. This pastorate had lasted over sixteen 
years. If we add to this the ten years of the first pastorate, 
the eleven years he had served the Branch, and the six years 
he had labored in Quidnesset Neck before the formation of 
the Branch, we have the long and exceptional service of over 
forty-three years in one field, and to one people. During the 
second pastorate, ninety-cight had been baptized, making for 
the two pastorates a total of two hundred and thirty-eight. 
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How many Brother Allen had baptized previous to the organ- 
ization of the church is now unknown. For five years after 
his resignation, Brother Allen continued to live among the 
people for whom he had so long labored. On May 2, 1878, 
God called him from earth, may we not believe to a renewed 
strength and more efficient service? Resolutions appropriate 
to his long and devoted labors were adopted by the Quidnesset 
church. ‘To-day his name is held in honored respect through- 
out the community where he so long preached the gospel of 
Christ. 


THE FOURTH PASTORATE. 


More than a year and a half now passed, during which the 
Quidnesset church was without a pastor. But meanwhile the 
church was preparing itself for a more efficient usefulness. 
The summer of 1868 was spent in enlarging and repairing 
the house of worship at an expense of nearly fifteen hundred 
dollars. This expense was met by two of the members of the 
church—Brothers Henry Sweet and James M. Davis. The 
house was re-dedicated November 12th of this year. Rev. 
Joseph W. Allen, the late pastor preached the sermon. Text, 
Psalm xciii., 5: “ Holiness becometh thine house, O Lord, 
forever.” Brothers Fuller, Aldrich, Brayton, Tilton, Howard 
and Wightman took part in the services. 

On November 22, 1868, the church extended a unanimous 
call to Rev. Amasa Howard, of Providence, to become their 
pastor, at a salary of $800. This call was declined. For 
some months the church was served by different supplies. 
On September 19, 1869, Rev. C. C. Burrows, of Newton Cen- 
tre, was called to the pastorate. He accepted, beginning his 
labors October 1. The church at this time experienced great 
difficulty in finding a suitable residence for their pastor. But 
through the liberality of Brother James M. Davis, this want 
was soon met. He caused to be erected at his own expense, 
in the village of Davisville, near depot and post-office, and 
but one mile from the church building, a large and commodi- 
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ous parsonage. This, while still the property of Brother 
Davis, has nevertheless been occupied ever since, free of rent, 
by the pastors of the Quidnesset church. Another, great 
want of the church was also met at this time. It was the 
erection of large and convenient sheds in the rear of the 
meeting-house. This involved an expense of $1,200, also, 
which was met by the church itself. 

Never in its history had the Quidnesset church made the 
necessary sacrifices for improving its church-building and 
adapting it to more increased usefulness, but what the direct 
blessing of God’s Spirit had followed. The present time was 
no exception. They had now expended the largest amount, 
and made the greatest sacrifices financially, in all their his- 
tory. God answered in direct proportion with their giving, 
and poured out the fullest and most extensive blessing the 
church had ever seen. With the fall of 1869 a deep sense of 
its responsibility for the salvation of souls fell upon the 
church. The people of God were moved to action. Cold 
and lukewarm members were aroused. Souls began to in- 
quire the way to Jesus. In January, 1870, twenty-five were 
baptized. There was no cessation of monthly baptisms dur- 
ing the year. Many who witnessed this revival pronounce it 
the most powerful that ever came under their observation. 
It seemed at one time as if there was scarcely a sinner in the 
neighborhood but what was crying unto God for salvation. 
One hundred and five were baptized that year. In March, 
1871, Brother Burrows, for reasons that seemed ample to 
himself, tendered his resignation. It was, however, not ac- 
cepted. Another prosperous year followed. June 1, 1872, 
Mr. Burrows, for the second time, resigned his pastoral 
charge. The church again refusing to accept the resignation, 
prevailed upon Brother Burrows to remain with them. On 
August 17, 1873, he again sent in his resignation, to take 
effect the following October. This time it was accepted, 
though with much regret on the part of the church. This 
pastorate was of exactly four years. It had been in many 
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respects highly successful. One hundred and eleven had 
been baptized, and the church had reached a membership of 
two hpndred and fifty-eight. 


THE FIFTH PASTORATE. 


November 9, 1878, five weeks after the departure of Brother 
Burrows, the church extended a call to Rev. Thomas Crudg- 
ington, of Stepney, Conn., to become their pastor. He ac- 
cepted, and began his duties November 30. This pastorate 
was a brief one of two years and one month, as Brother 
Crudgington sent in his resignation September 5, 1875, to 
take effect at the end of the year. Owing to peculiar diffi- 
culties that combined to hinder Brother Crudgington in his 
work, his pastorate was marked with little apparent success. 
When he assumed the pastorate he found a large number of 
the church-members wholly unmindful of their covenant vows. 
The severe hand of discipline was necessarily enforced, and 
over forty members during his pastorate were excluded or 
erased. Only four were added by baptism. 


THE SIXTH PASTORATE. 


During the winter and spring of 1876, the church pulpit 
was supplied by different preachers. Early in the spring a 
call was extended to Rev. Frederic Denison, of Providence, 
to become their pastor, but he declined. On August 13th W. 
P. Chipman, a student from Rochester Theological Seminary, 
supplied the pulpit. At the request of the church committee, 
he continued to supply the pulpit for the remainder of the 
month. September 1st he was invited to become stated sup- 
ply for three months. December Ist he was called to the 
pastorate. He, accepting the call, began his labors January 
1,1877. His ordination took place at the Quidnesset meet- 
ing-house, January 3d. Rev. E. Dewhurst, of Mystic, Conn., 
was moderator of the council, and Rev. G. Robbins, of East 
Greenwich, was clerk. Rev. Dr. E. G. Taylor, of Providence, 
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preached the ordination sermon, from the text, 2 Tim. iv., 5: 
“ Make full proof of thy ministry.” 

This pastorate still continues with unbroken harmony. Of 
its work, some other than the present writer can more fittingly 
speak. Several facts may, however, be properly stated. At 
the beginning of the pastorate the church membership num- 
bered 215. Of this number, some were non-resident, some 
were walking disorderly, while the whereabouts of others was 
unknown. It has been the request of the church that all 
absent members should, so far as possible, take letters to 
churches nearer their places of residence. Discipline has 
been enforced. Exclusion and erasure have been frequent. 


Death has not withheld its hand. These combined causes: 


have reduced the membership, notwithstanding the additions. 





The house of worship has, within the present year (1882), 
been enlarged and renovated at an expense of about four 
thousand dollars; all of which was raised on the home field. 
It was re-dedicated Sunday, September 10th, with the follow- 
ing order of services: Historical Address, by the pastor, 
Rev. W. P. Chipman. An Address, “ The Church and Com- 
munity,” by Rev. J. H. Edwards. An Address, “The Church 
and The Commission,” by Rev. F. W. Ryder. An Address, 
“ The Church and the Times,” by Rev. KE. 8. Wheeler. 
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No marked revival has been witnessed during the pastorate. 
Each year there have been a few baptisms. The additions of 
the pastorate are: Baptisms, 30; Letter, 14; Experience, 2; 
Total, 46. 


SUMMARY. 


The original membership of the church was 38. During 
the entire history of the church there have been baptized, 408 ; 
received by letter, 69; received by experience, 16; making 
the total additions, 526. There have been dismissed, 86 ; 
died, 93; excluded, 32; erased, 118; making a total diminu- 
tion of 329; the present membership is 197. (September 1, 
1882.) 

The Deacons of the church have been : 


Tuomas HI, from the formation of Branch, June 1, 1828, 
to his death, Sept. 16, 1880, a period of over fifty years. 

CuHaRLes Spencer, from June 29, 1843, to his death, 
March, 1870. 


ALFRED B. Cuapsey, from Dec. 11, 1859, to October, 1877, 
when he took a letter to the Wickford Baptist Church. 

Smitu W. Pearce, from Dec. 11, 1859, to the present time, 
except one year of absence, 1864-5. 

Russet C. Baton, from Jan. 11, 1862, to the present time. 

Tuomas W. ARNOLD, from Jan. 7, 1878, to the present time. 


The clerks of the church have been: 


Henry Sweet, from May, 1839, to Nov. 8, 1845. 

James M. Davis, from Nov. 8, 1845, to April 18, 1846. 
James L. Conepon, from April 18, 1846, to Jan. 7, 1856. 
Revusen H. ALEXANDER, from Jan. 7, 1856, to April, 5, 1868. 
Wiiuiam H. Conepon, from April 5, 1868, to Dec. 11, 1869. 
Revusen H. ALEXANDER, from Dec. 11, 1869, to Aug. 7, 1870. 
ALLEN REYNOLDS, from Aug. 7, 1870, to the present time. 


Two have been licensed by the church to preach. Bowen 
Reynolds, in May, 1846. This license was recalled three 
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years after. Joseph R. Verie, in January, 1881, who is now 
at Worcester Academy, preparing himself for the ministry. 

The Quidnesset church since its organization has only been 
a trifle over two years without a pastor. It never has had a 
church debt. It has never received outside aid. On the 
other hand, it has contributed to a more or less extent to 
send the gospel of Christ to other parts of the State and 
world. It has expended, during the forty-three years of its 
history, on the home field not far from twenty-five thousand 
dollars. The amount it has contributed to outside work is 
unknown, but during the last five years these contributions 
exceed eight hundred dollars. 


SAMUEL HUBBARD. 





CONTRIBUTED BY REV. THOMAS BARBER, WESTERLY, R. I. 





CZOHE early settlers of Rhode Island were the unflinching 
AD) advocates of Religious Liberty. “Thrice burned in 
Q the furnace of affliction,” their colony shone more re- 
eS splendent in the constellation of States than all be- 
side. Indeed, Rhode Island was the “ Lone Star” in 
the benighted cause of religious emancipation ; and if wise 
men sought her light, it was because the rays of her glory 
were the gleams of “ Hope,” for the future liberties of man. 
Unmarred amid the shower of insulting missiles from her sis- 
ter colonies, unterrified by their hostile encroachments, with 
her eye fixed on the steady light of truth, her course was on- 
ward ; and now the guiding star of our fathers has become 
as the sun, to shed the broad beams of religious freedom over 
the whole earth. 

It was an important era in the history of the world when 
the settlers of Rhode Island began their work ; and few were 
found to participate in their labors, or incur the dangers of 
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the course they were led to pursue in their zeal for a better 
state of things. Their lives were therefore the more worthy 
cf being cherished in the memories of their descendants, and 
of all lovers of freedom throughout the world. There were 
some whose modesty or peculiar avocations, caused their 
names to be left in comparative obscurity, who were never- 
theless active in the support of the cause of truth and liberty, 
and who were not a whit behind the foremost of the worthy 
men whose names figure largely on the page of history. 
Among such was the subject of the present sketch. 

Samuel Hubbard was born in England, in the year 1610, 
and at the age of twenty-three years he embarked with a 
company of adventurers for the shores of New England, 
where he arrived thirteen years after the landing of the first 
company of the “glorious Pilgrims of Plymouth.” At Salem 
he became acquainted with the celebrated founder of the col- 
ony of Rhode Island, who came over three years before him, 
which ripened into a life long friendship of the closest kind. 
On the 15th of October, 1635, he in company with about one 
hundred men, women and children started for the Connecticut 
River, where land was more fertile and plenty, and as they 
marched slowly along, they made the wilderness to resound 
with their songs of praise, the Indians following, and looking 
on in silent admiration. Ere they reached the place of their 
destination, winter came on, and their sufferings became so 
intense that some died from want of life’s comforts and 
many returned by water to Boston, till the next spring. But 
Mr. Hubbard was of the number of those who remained at 
Windsor during the long, tedious winter, subsisting upon 
acorns, malt, and such other grains as he could procure of the 
savage and warlike tribe of Indians around. Such were the 
circumstances under which Mr. Hubbard began an eventful 
career. But there was one whose acquaintance he had made 
in the journey who was calculated to cheer him under all 
these difficulties. This person was a young woman from 
Dorchester, Mass.,a member of one of the families belong- 
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ing to the company and a member of the church at Dorches- 
ter. They were married soon after their arrival. They were 
not long in learning that sufferings were calculatéd to render 
them mutually dear to each other and lighten the burden of 
hardships and cheer the path of duty. The church at Weath- 
ersfield, of which he was a constituent member, was without 
a settled pastor, and contention, animosity and strife crept in 
and so affected some outside, even, that they concluded to 
move to other parts. Accordingly, in May, 1639, a small 
company of them went to Springfield, Mass., and he was 
of the five men who formed the first church in that place. 
But Mr. Hubbard’s repose was of short duration, for in 1642, 


a dispute arose between Massachusetts and Connecticut rela- - 


tive to Springfield, both claiming the territory, and the con- 
troversy regarding boundary terminating in favor of Mass- 
achusetts, she commenced a system of persecution against 
all who dissented in any way from the Puritan creed. This 
affected Mr. Hubbard, as he and wife had become Baptists, 
and now were obliged to move from their home and seek a 
new residence to escape the laws of Massachusetts, which 
had been passed against Ana-Baptists, the penalty of banish- 
ment being executed against them for adherence to their 
principles. Therefore in 1647 Mr. Hubbard removed to 
Fairfield. But a change had, in the meantime, taken place 
in Connecticut, and new laws prevented him from enjoying 
liberty of conscience there. In his journal he says that God 
first led his wife to embrace Baptist principles, and that she 
was twice brought before the public to answer to them, and 
we both were threatened with imprisonment in the Hartford 
jail if we did not renounce or remove, when he says that 
Scripture came into our minds, “If they persecute you in one 
place, flee to another.” Mr. Hubbard, therefore, satisfied of 
his duty, determined to leave the colony of his adoption and 
remove to some other part of the country. He consequently 
went to Newport, R. I., and became a member of the First 
Baptist Church, under the care of Dr. Clark, Nov. 3, 1648, 
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organized in 1644, being the second Baptist Church in Amer- 
ica. It contained at the time he joined but fifteen members, 
including the pastor. The names of the male members have 
been preserved by Mr. Hubbard, and are as follows : 

Joseph Clark, Leading Elder. 


Mark Luther, Joseph Clark, 
Nathaniel West, ~ John Peckham, 
Wm. Vahan, John Thornton, 
Thomas Clark, Wm. Weeden, 


Samuel Hubbard. 

Mr. Hubbard continued his connection with this church for 
more than twenty years, during which time he was an active 
and devoted Christian. He wrote many letters, and his cor- 
respondence extended to the most of the distinguished men 
of his day, both in Europe and America. Several hundred 
of his letters were carefully copied into a journal, which con- 
tained also a history of all the principal events of the colon- 
ies from 1641, to the time of his death, a period of about 
forty-seven years. From this journal Mr. Backus acknowl- 
edges having obtained much of the information contained in 
his history of the Baptists in New England. He also acknowl- 
edges his obligation to Mr. William Hubbard (brother probably 
of Samuel), a minister of the Congregational Church, who 
wrote the history of the Indian wars, etc. Mr. Hubbard took 
an active part with the Baptists of Rhode Island and Provi- 
dence in the conflicts which ensued with Massachusetts, in 
relation to the persecuted Baptists, and when the storm of 
persecution was bursting upon them in all its fury, he was 
chosen and sent to Boston to plead the cause of the innocent 
and afflicted. Few men, probably, did more in that day to 
promote sound religious views and consistent Scripture prac- 
tice. He was a zealous, hard worker for the truth of God, 
and aided in the organization of a number of churches, the 
last of which was the first Seventh Day Baptist Church at 
Newport, R. I., formed December, 1671. Though he lived in 
an age of great trials and difficulties, yet he bore all the hard- 
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ships with a becoming fortitude and at last laid down his head 
upon the bed of death without doubting the promises of Him 
he had all his long life endeavored to serve. He passed to 
spirit life in 1689, in his 79th year, leaving Tacy, his compan- 
ion, to walk alone in her old age for a few years longer. 

The Rev. Samuel Hubbard had children by his wife Tacy : 

1. Samuel, who died. Age 21 years. His only son. 

2. Bethiah, who m. Joseph Clarke, Jun. Had large family in 
Westerly. 

3. Ruth, who m. Robert Burdick. 

4. Rachel, who m. Andrew Langworthy. Had large family 
in Newport.—Backus. 

Mrs. Tacy Hubbard died about 1697. It is not known defi- 
nitely where Elder Samuel and his wife are buried.—7th Day 
Mem., Vol. 1, page 157. 





Massachusetts Orders for the Disposition of Land in 
Westerly and vicinity. 


CONTRIBUTED BY HON. RICHARD A. WHEELER, STONINGTON, CONN. 


1. 


The whole Court mett together 15th May, 1657. 

In ans" to the mocon of Major Lymon Willard and Capt. 
Daniell Gookin, in reference to theire publick service donne, 
the Court doth graunt them five hundred acres of land a piece, 
not p judicing former grants.— Mass. Ree. page 304, Vol. 4, 
Part I. 





5) 


ae 


Att a Generall Court held at Boston 14th Oct., 1657, 

It is ordered that the five hundred acres of land, granted 
the last session of this Courte to Captaine Daniel Gookin be 
layd out in some convenient place on the eastermost side of 
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Pequot River by Capt. George Dennison, who is appointed to 
see the same donne accordingly.— Mass. Rec., page 314, Voll. 
4, Part I. 





3 
Att a Generall Courte of Election held at Boston, May 
19th, 1658. 

In answer to the request of Stephen Day, that some meete 
person or persons might be impowered to lay out three hun- 
dred acres of land formerly graunted him by this Court, it is 
ordered that Capt. George Dennison is hereby impowered to 
lay out the same.— Mass. Rec., Vol. 4, Part I, page 333. 





4. 


It is further ordered that the sayd Capt. George Dennison 
lay out unto Edward Rawson fower hundred acres, two where- 
of was graunted him by this Court, & the other two hun- 
dred acres was graunted to Edw Burt, w™ he purchased.— 
Mass. Rec., page 334, Vol. 4, Part. I. 





5. 


Layd out in the Pequott countrye vnto Left Thomas Pren- 
tice, by virtue of a graunt by him purchased of Stephen Day, 
three hundred acres of land, being bounded w the Sound 
on the South and w® Capt Gookins’ land on the west and 
the Colledg land north-east, and the wilderness land north- 
west. The Court allowes of this retourne and confirmes the 
land herein mentioned to ye sayd Left Tho Prentice and his 
heires. 

GEORGE DENNISON. 

Mass. Ree. Vol. 4, Part I, page 334 and 335. 





6. 


Layd out to Mr. Edward Rawson three hundred and fifty 
acres of land, being bounded w" Capt Gookins’ land on ye 
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east, Pawquatucke River towards the south, land layd out to 
Mr. John Mellows towards the west, and the wilderness tow- 
ards the north; the w line betwixt Mr. Mellows’ and Mr. 
Rawson’s is to begin at Pawquatuck River a mile and a half 
from Thomas Stanton’s house up the river & from there to 
be continued on an east line. Also fifty acres of meadow 
that lyeth on ye east side of Pawquatucke River, ye w™ 
meadows is commonly called Omeconset. 


GEORGE DENNISON. 


The Court allows and confirmes ye land mentioned in this 
retourne to ye s’ Edward Rawson & his heires.—Mass. 
Ree. Vol. 4, Part I, page 335. 


7. 


Layd out according to order of the honnored Generall 
Court of the Mattachusett vnto Capt. Daniell Gookin, in the 
Pequot countrye five hundred acres of land, being bounded on 
the west with Poquatucke River, on y® south w the Sound, 
on y°® east w Thomas Prentice, and on the north w* the 
Wilderness. 

GEORGE DENNISON. 


The Court approves of this retourne.—Mass. Ree. Vol. 4, 
Part I, page 340. 





8 


Att the second Sessions of the Gennerall Court held at 
Boston the 19th of October, 1652. 


In ans’ to the petition of y° praesident and fellows of Har- 
vard Colledge the Court doth graunt them eight hundred 
ackres of land, and libertye to jmploy such as they please to 
find out such a place or places as may be most commodious 
and convenient for them, and to retourn to this Court what 
they have donne therein, to the end it may be lay’ out and 
confirmed vnto them.— Mass. Rec. Vol. 4, Part. I, page 114. 
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9. 


Att a Generall Courte of Election held at Boston the 19th 
of May, 1658. 


Lay? out to Harvard College, at Cambridge, in lieu of a graunt 
made them of two thousand acres of land at a Generall Court 
held at Boston, these severall parcells of land in manner follow- 
ing, viz: on the East side of Pequot River one Parcell of land, 
by estimation about five hundred acres of land, more or lesse, 
being bounded w* Wequatucquet River running by William 
Cheseborough’s houses on the east & northeast thereof, & 
continuing upon the sajd River vnto the head thereof and 
wt a path leading from Kechemag, or the wading place over 
Pawquetucke River on the southeast thereof, y° w path 
is the head of Wm. Cheseborough’s land, & on the west 
with the wilderness; also one other parcell by estimation 
about five hundred acres more or lesse, lying upon mistick 
River, beginning about forty pole on the south side the brooke 
that runneth into the sajd river neere to Goodman Culver’s 
houses & extending from sajd River halfe a mile on each 
side thereof & runig vp the river forty poles above the 
north side of the swampe lying at the north end of the plajne, 
and there to be in breathe on each side the river as before 
named ; and the sajd lynes to be made streight ljnes & not 
to runne crooked as the river runneth; also one other parcell 
by estimation about five hundred acres more or lesse, being 
bounded w' a parcell of land lajd out vnto Thomas Prentice 
on ye west, w the Sound on the south, on the east with 
Wiquapaug, and on the west with the comon land; also on 
the west side of Misticke River five hundred acres more, to be 
lajd out upon the great plajne about two miles, more or lesse, 
from Goodman Culver’s house; also one hundred acrcs of 
meadow, of the nearest that may be found w'” the above sajd 
farmes on Misticke River, the which two last parcels to be 
lajd out by Capt Georg Dennison & Thomas Danforth.— 
Mass. Rec. Vol. 4, Part. I, page 344. 
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In ans’ to. the peticon of Mr. Thomas Danforth who lajd 
out the lands above menconed w*" the Court allowes off 
and confiermes, and judeth it meete to graunt unto the said 
Thomas Danforth three hundred acres of land to be lajd out 
vnto him adjorning to the west side of the colledge lands y: 
lyeth at the head of Wm. Cheseborough’s land and to be 


bounded by Capt. George Dennison.—Mass. Rec. Vol. 4, 
Part. I, page 345. 





10. 


Att a Generall Courte of Election held at Boston May 19th, 
1658. 


In ans' to the peticons of Mr. Deane Winthrop and John 
Mellows, humbly desiring that theire severall graunts of lands 
of one thousand & two hundred acres formerly graunted 
them be lajd out by some meete persons, the Courte doth or- 
der, that Capt. George Dennison and Mr. Thomas Danforth 
to lay out the land herein mentioned where they cann finde 
it, according to theire respective former graunts.— Mass. Rec. 
Vol. 4, Part. I, page 338. 





i. 


In ans" to the request of Mr. Samuell Symonds, humbly 
desiring that Capt. George Dennison, Mr. Thomas Danforth, 
and Mr. Amos Richeson might be empowred to lay out the 
five hundred acres of land formerly, graunted him in the Pe- 
quot country for his use and bennefitt, the court judgett it 
meete to graunt his request.— Mass. Rec., Vol. 4, Part. I, 
page 350. 





12 
Att the Courte of Election held at Boston May 19th, 1658. 


By order of the General Courte of Massachusetts, lajd out 
vnto Jno. Mellows, hejre of Mr. Abraham, deceased, in the 
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Pequot Countrje on the east side Paquatuck River, two hun- 
dred acres of land, being bounded w™ land lajd out to Mr. 
Rawson on the south Pawquatuck River west, and upon the 
river lying about half a mile up the river from Mr. Rawson’s 
land, & extending into the wilderness at eight score rods in 
breadth, so farr as makes vp the full quantitie of two hundred 
acres. 

Also lajd out to Mr. Deane Winthrop five hundred acres of 
land adjoyning to the land of Jno. Mellows, and from thence 
vp the aforesajd river a full mile, and from thence by a par- 
ralell ljne to the ljne betweene John Mellows, & he extend- 
ing into the wilderness so farr as makes up the full quantity 
for five hundred acres. Also lajd out, for the accommodation 
of the sajd ffarmes, all that meadows lying vpon the sajd 
Pawquatuck River above the wading place about two miles, 
not exceeding twenty acres to Mr. Deane Winthrop’s farme, 
the w is also to be accounted as part of the number of 
theire aforesajd quantity of acres. 

THO DANFORTH, 
GEORG DENNISON, 


The Court approves of this retourne provided it hinder no 


_ former graunts.—Mass. Ree. Vol. 4, Part. I, page 357. 





MAJOR ATHERTON’S COMPANY. 





CONTRIBUTED BY HON. RICHARD A. WHEELER, STONINGTON, CONN. 





The names of such as are associates and have interest with 
Major Humphrey Atherton & Co., 18th Oct., 1660. 

Mr. John Winthrop, Gov. of Conn.; Mr. Simon Bradstreet, 
Maj. Gen. Daniel Denison, of Ipswich; Maj. Josiah Winslow, 
of Marshfield; Capt. Thomas Willett, of Rehoboth; Capt. 
Richard Low, of Hartford; Capt. George Denison, of South- 
ertown ; Capt. Edward Hutchinson, Lieut. William Hudson, 
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Mr. Amos Richardson, Elisha Hutchinson, all of Boston; Mr. 
Richard Smith, Sen., Mr. Richard Smith, Jun., James Smith, 
all of Narragansett ; Mr. Thomas Stanton, Sen., Mr. Thomas 
Stanton, Jr., of Southertown; Mr. Increase Atherton, of Dor- 
chester; Mr. John Alcock, of Roxbury; Mr. John Brown, 
Sen., of Seakonk; Humphrey Atherton, Capt. John Scott ; 
all mutually agree not to sell their share before tendering it 
to the company & Co. 

An agreement relative to the time before which Atherton 
& Co. will not take possession of certain land sold them by 
Sunchquash, Nenegrad and Scultup.— Conn. Rec. Vol. L, 
page 337. 


A POLITICAL LETTER. 


To show a phase of political life we here publish a circular 
letter the friends of the candidates used to influence their 
election, and also a copy of the ticket.— Ed. 





TRUE AMERICAN TICKET. 


Qe 


Evisua R. Porter, Esq., of South Kingstown. 
RICHARD Jackson, jun., Esq., of Providence. 


Representatives in the Twelfth Congress of the 
United States. 











Providence, August 22, 1810. 


SIR: 


FROM a deep impression of the importance of the approach- 
ing election of Representatives TO ConGREss, we take the liberty 
of calling your attention to that subject, and to request your co- 
operation in the election of Messrs. Jackson and Potter. They 
have represented the State for two years with fidelity, zeal and 
ability. They have opposed unnecessary restrictions on our Com- 
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merce, and the increase of an useless army, and have advocated 
Economy in our public expenditures. They are not only qualified 
by their talents to serve their country in these eventful times when 
even our INDEPENDENCE is endangered by the injustice, the ra- 
pacity, and still more by the influence of a foreighn power—but 
are also from their intimate knowledge of the affairs of their Con- 
stituents, and their deep stake in our prosperity, the proper rep- 
resentatives of our feelings, our views and our interests. 

MR. POTTER is a Farmer, and one of the largest landholders 
in the State. MR. JACKSON is concerned in an eatensive Manu- 
facturing Establishment, and is possessed of correct mercantile 
information. In them are united the various interests of Agri- 
culture, Commerce, Manufactures and the Mechanic Arts; and 
they have ever shown themselves to be true and able friends of 
those great sources of our national wealth, prosperity and power. 

Knowing your attachment to the Constitution and INDEPEN- 
DENCE Of our country, and placing great dependence on your per- 
sonal exertion and influence, we confidently hope that you will 
unite with us, in endeavoring by all fair and honorable means to 
secure the re-election of these firm and faithful Representatives. 

We are respectfully, 
Your Friends and Fellow-Citizens, 
Jabez Bowen, Jeremiah Olney, Ames Throop, 
Aaron Mason, Joseph Jenckes, Moses Lippitt, 
Thomas P. Ives. - Samuel G. Arnold, Gustavus Taylor, 
Wheeler Martin, Nicholas Brown, — William Holroyd, 


William Goddard, James Burrill. Nathan Waterman, 
Pardon Bowen, John Carlile, William Church, 
Benjamin E. Gorton, Cyrus Butler, Joseph S. Martin, 
James B. Mason, William Jones, Walter Paine, 
Stephen Waterman, Gravener Taft, Samuel Butler, Jun.. 
Abner Daggett, Charles Dyer, Elisha Dyer, 
William Wilkinson, Rufus Waterman, George Benson, 
William Blodget, William Allen, Stanford Newell, 
William Potter, 2d, Thomas Abbott. Cyrus Grant, 
James Burrill, Jun., Abraham Bates, Caleb Williams, 
Wanton Steere, Samuel Nightingale, John Perrin, 


Samuel Williams. John Whipple, Jun., Charles Low, 
James Burr, 


Committee. 


First Roap IN NARRAGANSETT.—Mr. 8. H. Vaughn says the 
first road laid out in the Narragansett Country, was the one 
from the old North Ferry, west, over what is now called 
Kith Hill, and by the old Episcopal Church. 
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SELECTIONS FROM THE SHERIFF BROWN 
PAPERS. 








No. 2. 


LETTERS OF GOV. STEPHEN HOPKINS. 


Providence, March 25, 1765. 
Sir: 

Our everlasting enemies are preparing to give us battle again, 
and it is fit we should yield, or make ourselves ready for the en- 
counter. They have as little to avail themselves of this year as 
they ever had, except that mortal weapon Money, and being sen- 
sible of this, no doubt they will furnish as much of it as they 
possibly can. How far we shall be able to repel them in the same 
way, I cannot yet say. This advantage we have of them, that 
we are generally thought to be the friend to the Colony and the 
Constitution, and that our opposers at present are not. This be- 
ing true should be much insisted on, and will probably have some 
influence on the People. Their boasts of gaining in the Northern 
County will prove, as in other years, vain and groundless, and I 
see no reason to think but that if our friends exert themselves as 
usual, we may support the good old cause another year. I shall 
be glad to hear from you what face things wear to the Southward, 
and what is in my power to do that may help the common cause. 

I am, with much respect, 
Sir, your very assured friend, 


STEP HOPKINS. 
Beriah Brown, Esq. 


Providence, April 23, 1760. 
Sir: 
The Designs and Secret attacks of my Enemies this year have 
been so uncommon, that altho’ by the best accounts that can be 
had I am 200 ahead in the proxies, yet I am determined not to 
depend on that majority only, but to procure as many Friends as 
I can to go to the Election and vote for me there. For which 
Purpose I must desire you to make as many Friends as you can 
in your town and its neighborhood to go to the Election. I will 
pay all Expenses on their way out and home, and at Newport, 
and will also pay such messengers as you may find it needful to 
employ to procure the people to muster. I have no reason to 
doubt of your best assistance in this matter, which I shall fully 
depend on ; altho’ it be with the utmost regret that I find myself 
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pushed by the Scandalous Efforts of my Enemies in this manner 
to have Recourse to the assistance of my Friends once more in 
this extraordinary method. 

With due Regards I am Sir, 

Your very assured Friend. 

STEP HOPKINS. 
To Beriah Brown, Esq. 
Providence, April 10th, 1767. 
Mr. Beriah Brown. 
Sir: 

We now send you by Mr. William Bowen the 
bearer hereof 100 Dolls Cash, and make no doubt but Mr. Willett, 
Col. Northup, Yourself, and our other good Friends in your Town 
will add the same sum to it, and that you will obtain both Depu- 
ties and a Considerable Majority in the Proxies in fav" of Mr. 
Hopkins, who by this opportunity send® them to you. 

We are in haste, 
Your humb” Serv’* 
; JOHN BROWN, 
GEORGE JACKSON, 
THO GREENE, 
JABEZ BOWEN, Jun. 
To Beriah Brown, Esq,, 
In North Kingstown. 
From George Jackson and 
others, Committee. 


j Committee. 


Sir: 

Mr. Samuel Waud having printed and published a most ma- 
licious, Scandalous and false Pamphlet in order to defame me 
with the Freeman of the Colony, and sent it abroad unto the 
Several Towns so late as to be sure I could have no opportunity 
to vindicate myself until his malice had had its full Effect in the 
Town Meetings against me; I shall therefore make a few very 
short Observations on the Pamphlet and its Author. 

After I prosecuted Mr. Waud for what he wrote last year, we 
came to an Agreement in the Face of the General Assembly to 
remove the Case out of the Colony for Trial in Order to Prevent 
keeping up a Party Spirit here. This Agreement he hath broken 
in the most barefaced manner in publishing part of the Case here, 
with no other intent but to raise a Party Spirit, and enflame the 
minds of the People. 

There goes an old Saying, that one Story is good till the other 
is heard. This Justice I hope to receive from the People. That 
they will form no Judgement in their minds concerning the Case 
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until they have an opportunity to hear me as well as my Adver- 
sary, and not hastily condemn me, because he has had the unex- 
ampled Impudence to publish one side of a Case, while it yet rests 
for Trial in order to prejudice the Minds of whoever may be the 
Jury that shall try it. 

All the attempts and proofs against my Character reach only to 
words, some spoken in mirth, and some in Passion, and all in pri- 
vate conversation, some Twenty and others Ten years ago, and 
all misrepresented and tortured to a meaning never intended and 
sworn to by those who have at all Times themselves my bitter 
enemies. And every one knows how easy it is for an Enemy to 
give a wrong Turn to Words, and how base it is to betray conver- 
sation, and pretend to remember it for evil, and swear to it ten 
or a dozen years afterwards. I must therefore beg of every man 
to consider, that if every unguarded expression that may have es- 
caped him for a Course of Twenty years was to be remembered 
and sworn to ina most aggravated manner possibly some of his 
words might appear in a Very Disadvantageous Light, 

I thank God with Joy that all the envy and malice of my bitter 
enemies has not been able to Produce any the Least Proof of any 
one action in which I have abused or betrayed the Trust reposed 
in me by the Colony in a course of Near Thirty Years serving 
them in almost every office within their gift, and that they have 
not been able to Charge me with wronging my Neighbors or prac- 
ticing any Scandalous Vice, Lewdness, and Debauchery. 

The Necessity and Amiableness of Peace at home especially 
while we are so much distressed by enemies abroad, can hardly 
escape any one’s observation ; and the.fatal effects it must have 
on all Government, Society, and Subordination among men, when 
the Chief Offercers are treated with so much bitterness, reproach, 
scandal, and contempt, is equally obvious. 

It must appear to be a strange forwardness in so young a man 
as Mr. Waud without Knowledge or Experience in the affairs of 
the Colony to endeavor to place himself at the head of the Gov- 
ernment; and still more strangely so to attempt to render himself 
qualified for so high a post only by blasting another man’s Repe- 
tation without displaying any Ability for Governing, or any other 
amiable Quality in himself. - 

It is but a hard recompense for an old Servant of the Colony to 
be treated with so much Scurrility and contempt by so young a 
man, and one of a Family which he hath taken so much pains to 
Serve. However I shall willingly Submit my Cause to the Free- 
men of the Colony being fully assured that if their Experience of 
my past Service doth not recommend me to the Favor. Nothing 
I can say will do it. 


Providence, April 17, 1758. 


STEP HOPKINS. 
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THE PIONEERS OF NARRAGANSETT. 





CONTRIBUTED BY J. WARREN GARDINER, OF NORTH KINGSTOWN. 





HO the few early settlers of Narragansett or Aquid- 
nessett were, is difficult to state with certainty until 


and it appears that even there some of those men- 


B the time of the commencement of the Fones record, 


tioned in the list were proprietors and not actual res- 
idents. This record, (page 13,) gives the inhabitants of 
Narragansett July 3d, 1663, as follows : 


Henry Tibets, 
Sam. Eldred, Jun., 
Joshua Thomas, 
Thomas Sewall, 
Walter House, 
Richard Smith, 


Will Hudson, 
James Brown, 
R. Smith, Jun., 


Sam. Waite, Alex. Fenex, 
Ambrose Leach, George Palmer, 
Sam. Eldred, John Crabtree, 
James Cole, Reuben Willis, 
Henry Stevens, John Greene, 
Edward Hutchinson, 

for his son Elisha, 
Wait Winthrop, Geo. Dennison, 
Thomas Stanton, Timothy Mather, 
R. Lord, Amos Richeson, 


Thomas Stanton, Jun., James Atherton, R. Smith, in be- 


half of 8 children. 


We infer that Smith was guardian of the eight children, 
but whether they were Wilcocks or not we have not ascertained. 


A petition addressed to Connecticutt by proprietors and in- 
habitants of Wickford May 4th, 1668, is signed by the fol- 


lowing : 


Daniel Dennisen, Richard Smith, 
John Crabtree, Lawik Vandick, 


Joshua Hewes, 
Francis Batts, 


Amos Richisson, Samuel Eldred, Sen’r, Alexander Fenixe, 


John Paine, 
Thomas Joy, 


Walter House, John Cole, 
Daniel Maddocke. 


William Hudson, John Viall, 
Macklin Knight, 


Thos. Flanders, 
Samuel Waite, 
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The above petition was followed by another in October of 
the same year, signed as follows : 


Sam. Eldred, John Cole, Joshua Hewes, 
A. Fenixe, Thomas Sewall, Robert Greene, 
Wn. Hudson, Edward Hutchinson, John Paine, 
Richard Smith, John Viall, Timothy Mather, 


Increase Adderton. 


The above must not be considered as containing all the in- 
habitants of Narragansett, or more properly North Kingstown, 
at this period, as only those who sought to further the claim 
of Connecticut to the government of that section would have 
signed the petition, and further, some of the signers were 
probably those who claimed, ownership but were not actual 
settlers. Even in 1670, as late as July 11 or 12, it appears 
that there were not more than a score of male adults all told 
at Wickford, as is shown by the inquest over the body of 
Walter House who had been murdered by Thomas Flanders, 
or Flounders. Neither party, as we are informed, being able 
to secure a jury of twelve. The verdict of the jury, under 
Connecticut Authority, was signed by ten as follows: 


Ambrose Leach, John Crabtree, Joseph Doliver, 
Thomas Eldredge, James Eldredge, John Cole, 
Samuel Eldredge, Robert Greene, Thomas Sewell, 


Edward Cousins. 


May 20, 1671, the Court of Commissions from the Rhode 
Island Assembly have recorded the following as inhabitants 
at Wickford, or Acquidnessett : 


Dani! Gould, Thomas Waterman, Thomas Gould, 
Samuel Dyre, James Reynolds, John Sweet, Sen’r., 
John Andrews, Henry Thibbetts, Samuel Waite, 
Willism Downing, Henry Greene, John Pratt, 
Samuel Pratt, John Briggs, John Greene, 
George Browne, William Helme, Daniel Greene, 


Geo:e Wightman, Robert Wescott, Robert Spink, 
Lodowick Updike, Richard Updike. 
5 
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During the Indian War which succeeded this it is affirmed 
that every house in Narragansett was destroyed, and the in- 
habitants entirely driven out. Soon after this, however, they 
returned, and commenced again their settlements, and in a 
petition of the inhabitants of Narragansett dated July 29, 
1679, we find the signers to be as follows: 


William Bentley, Henry Gardiner, John Greene, 
Ben’jn Gardiner, George Gardiner, Daniel Greene, 


Sam. Wilson, James Greene, James Runnells, 
Robert Spink, Joseph Dolaver, Alex. Fenex, 
Henry Tibets, Wm. Knolls, Rouse Helme, 
Lodowick Updike, Richard Smith, John Coale, 

Sam. Eldred, Arthur Aylesworth, Henry Renals, 
James Renals, Thomas Scoville, Daniel Sweet, 
Sam. Alsbery, William Gardiner, John Sheldon,Jun’r, 
Frell Newton, George Palmer, Nicholas Gardiner, 
Jery Bull, Thomas Gold, George Whitman, 
Robert Vinin, John Eldred, Daniel Eldred, 
Robert Spink, Jun., John Sheldon, William Coster, . 
Aaron Jackwaise, Thos. Brooks, . Jos. Reynolds. 


Some of these seem to have been of Pettaquamscutt. 
The inhabitants of Pettaquamscutt as given in May, 1671, 
by the Court of Commissioners above mentioned were : 


Jerah Bull, Samuel Wilson, John Potter, 
Thomas Mumford, John Tefft, Wm. Heffernan, 
Rouse Helme, James Eldredge, Samuel Albro, 

Ben. Gardiner, Henry Gardiner, Nicholas Gardiner, 
George Palmer, Stephen Northup, William Aires, 
George Crofts, Enoch Plaice, Christopher Holmes. 


These lists contain most of the Pioneers of Narragansett 
up to 1680. 

Tradition points to James Eldredge as one of the only two 
that escaped from Bull’s Garrison when it was destroyed by 
the Indians in 1675. The story goes that after escaping from 
the fort he was pursued along a stream by the Indians, one of 
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which, being in the van came so close as to hurl his toma- 
hawk at the flying fugitive which missed its mark. The In- 
dian soon after grappled with Eldredge, drawing his knife. 
The Indian was thrown, and then ensued’a struggle for the 
knife of the savage, Eldredge being unarmed. Fortune fa- 
vored the white man and the Indian was slain. It was quite 
dark, and by this time other savages were heard approaching. 
Eldredge fled again, but was pursued so hard that he con- 
cealed himself in some rocks by the stream until pursuit was 
given over. When everything was still he crawled out and 
escaped, bringing the news of the destruction of Bull’s Gar- 
rison. 

The stream along which he fled, and where he slew the sav- 
age yet bears the name of “ Indian Run.” 





FIRST SETTLERS OF RHODE ISLAND. 


Contributed to the N. E. Hist. and Gen. Register, 1847, 
by the late John Farmer, Esq. 


Rodger Williams, John Coggeshall, 


John Thockmorton, 
William Arnold, 
William Harris, 
Stukeley Westcot, 
Thomas Olney, Sen., 
Thomas Olney, Jun., 
John Greene, 
Richard Waterman, 
Thomas James, 
Robert Cole, 
William Carpenter, 


William Aspinwall, 
Samuel Wildborne, 
John Porter, 

John Sandford, 
Edward Hutchinson, 
Thomas Savage, 
William Dyre, 
William Freeborn, 
Philip Sherman, 
John Walker, 
Richard Carder, 
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Francis Weston, 
Ezekiel Holleman, 
Robert Williams, 
John Smith, 

Hugh Bewitt, 
William Wickenden, 
John Field, 

Thomas Hopkins, 
William Hawkins, 
William Hutchinson, 
Edward Hutchinson, Jun., 
Adam Goodwin, 
Henry Fowler, 
Arthur Fenner, 
Henry Reddock, 
Thomas Sucklin, 
Christopher Smith, 
Richard Pray, 
Nicholas Power, 
Stephen Northup, 
Edward Hart, 
Benjamin Herenden, 
Edward Inman, 
John Jones, 

James Matthewson, 
Henry Neale, 
William Man, 
Jinckes, 
Roger Mawry, 
Edward Manton, 
Shadrack Manton, 
Edward Smith, 

John Smith (the Mason.) 
John Smith (Jun.), 
Epenetus Olney, 





William Baulston, 
Henry Bull, 

William Coddington, 
John Clark, 

Edward Cope, 

Chad Brown, 

Daniel Brown, 
Henry Brown, 

John Brown, 
Samuel Bennett, 
Hugh Beuett, 
Lawrance Wilkinson, 
Daniel Williams, 
Christopher Onthank, 
Joshua Verin, 

John Sayles, 
Richard Scott, 

Joan Tyler, 

Joshua Winsor, 
Valentine Whitman, 
George Way, 
William White, 
Thomas Walling, 
John Warren, 

John Whipple, 
Matthew Waller, 
Robert Williams, 
Joseph Williams, 
William Wickenden, 
Robert R. West, 
George Shepard, 
Benjamin Smith, 
John Smith (Sen.), 
John Smith (Jamaica), 
Pardon Tillighast. 


No doubt the last name should be “ Tillinghast.” 
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WARWICK. 





“ A List of ye Draft of ye Last Devision Drawn May ye 
21st, 1748.” 


From Fuller’s ‘‘ Warwick.” 





This list was subsequently copied, probably by John War- 
ner, then clerk of the proprietors: date not given. 

The copy is entitled, “A list of ye o Riginol Rights —— 
and ye now oners of the fore mils Commons.” 


‘‘ A list of the originell proprietors “The names of the now proprie- 
names of the township of War- tors, as near as I can find 
wicke: out: ; 

Samuel Gorton, 39 Sam’l and Hezekiah Gorton. 

John Wickes, 41 John Wickes. 

Randall Holden, 43 Randall Holden. 

Richard Carder, 28 John Carder. 

Robert Potter, 9 John Warner. 

John Greene, Sen’r, 35 Peter Greene. 

John Warner, 21 John Warner. 

Francis Weston, 11 Amos Stafford. 

Richard Waterman, 31 John Warner and Randall 

Holden. 

John More, 26 Job Greene. 

Rufus Barton, 47 Rufus and Benj. Barton. 

Henry Townsend, 8 John Holden & Benj. Greene. 

Christopher Unthank, 50 John Holden. 

Ezekiel Holliman, 46 John Warner. 

John Lippitt, Sen’r, 18 Moses Lippitt. 

Richard Townsend, 19 John Low, Jr. 

Peter Greene, 32 Wm., Elisha & Barlo Greene. 

Tho. Thornicraft, 16 Amos Lockwood and Samuell 

Peirce. 

James Greene, 23 Fones Greene. 

Tho. Greene, 49 Benj. Greene. 


Stukely Wescott, 22 Zorobabel Westcott. 
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John Smith, 6 

oe 6 14 
Nicholas Hart, T 
Walter Todd, 10 
John Cooke, 25 
Joha Greene, Jr., 1 
Robert Westcott, 42 
John Sweet, - 27 
John Townsend, 30 
Peter Buzigut, 24 
John Downing, 36 
Edward Inman, 13 
James Sweet, 2 
Thomas Errington, 44 
Amos Westcott, 4 
John Haydon, 33 
Mrs. Holmes, 12 
William Burton, 40 
Thomas Hedger, Sen’r, 29 
Joseph Howard, 45 
William Eaton, 20 
Peter Buzigut, tenement, 48 
Tho. Scranton, Sen’r. 5 
John Coles, 34 
John Gorton, 3 
Ben : Gorton, 17 
Francis Gizbon, 38 
The mill owners, 51 


The tenement on Conimicut,32 
Walter Todd, 2d grant, 15 


Thankful Collins, Robt. West- 
gate and Tippitts, Nath. 
Greene’s children. 


John Wilkes & Geo. Westgate. 
John Knowles. 

Stephen Low. 

Sam’]] Greene. 

Abraham & Amos Lockwood. 
Moses Lippitt. 

John Low & John Stafford. 
John Warner. 

John Low & Wm. Utter. 
John Greene, s. of Richard. 
Richard Greene. 

Benj. Greene. 

Penony Waterman. 

Amos Stafford. 

Geo. Hazard, Jr. 

Benj. Gorton & Wm. Greene. 
John Carder. 

John Budlong. 

Anthony Low. 

John Rice. 

Amos Stafford. 

John Lippitt & Benj. Greene. 
Edward Gorton. 

Tho: Stafford. 

Geo. Hazard, Jr. 

Tho : Stafford. 

Phil., Steph. & Eph’m Arnold. 
Moses Lippitt & Joseph Staf- 
ford. 


THe PerRRYVILLE Post Orrice.—The report of the first 
quarter of the Perryville Post Office was: Received, one let- 


ter, prepaid. Sent, nothing. 




















Perry’s Victory. 119 














PERRY’S VICTORY. 





Ye tars of Columbia, give ear to my story, 

Who fought with brave Perry where cannons did roar, 
Your valor has gained you an immortal glory, 

A fame that shall last till time is no more. 


Columbia’s tars are the true sons of Mars; 

They rake fore and aft when they fight on the deep. 
On the bed of Lake Erie, commanded by Perry, 
They caused many Britons to take their last sleep. 


The Lawrence sustained a most dreadful fire; 

She fought three to one for two glasses or more, 
While Perry, undaunted, did firmly stand by her, 
And on the proud foes a heavy broadside did pour.” 


Her mast being shattered, her sails all tattered, 
Her booms and her yards being all shot away, 
And few men on deck to manage the wreck, 
Our hero on board could no longer stay. 


The tenth of September let us all remember 

As long as the globe on its axis rolls round. 

Our tars and marines on Lake Erie were seen 

To make the proud flag of Great Britain come down. 


The Van of our fleet, the British to meet, 
Commanded by Perry, the Lawrence bore down. 
Her guns, they did roar with such terrific power 
That savages trembled at the dreadful sound. 


In this situation, the pride of our nation 

Sure Heaven had guarded unhurt all the while, 
Whilst many a hero maintaining his station 

Fell close by his side and was thrown on the pile. 


But mark ye, and wonder! When elements thunder, 
Death with destruction stalking all round, 

Our flag he did carry on board the Niagara, — 

Such valor on record was never yet found. 


There is one gallant act of our noble commander, 
Whilst writing my song I must notice with pride, 
While launched in a smack which carried his standard 
A ball whistled through her just by his side. 


Says Perry, ‘‘ These villians intend for to drown us, 
But pass on my boys, never fear,” 

And with his coat he plugged up the boat; 

Through sulphur and fire away he did steer. 
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The famed Niagara, now proud of her Perry, 
Displayed all her banners in gallant array, 

And twenty-five guns on her deck she did carry, 
Which soon put an end to this bloody affray. 


The rear of the fleet was brought up complete, 
And signal was given to break through the lines, 
While starboard and larboard from every quarter 
The lamps of Columbia did gloriously shine. 


The bold British lion now roared his last thunder, 
When Perry attacked him close in the rear. 
Columbia’s eagle soon made him crush under, 
And roar out for quarters, as soon you shall hear. 


Oh! had you been there, I vow and declare 
That so great a sight you ne’er seen before; 
Six bloody flags no longer could wave— 

All laid at the feet of our brave Commodore. 


Brave Elliot, whose valor must now be recorded, 
On board the Niagara has well played his part. 
His gallant assistance, to Perry afforded, 

Will place him second on Lake Erie’s chart. 


In the midst of battle, where guns they did rattle, 
The Lawrence a wreck, the men almost slain, 
Away he did steer, and brought up the rear, 

And by his maneuvre the victory was gained. 


Oh! had you seen those noble commanders 
Embracing each other when the conflict was o’er, 
And even with these invincible standards, 

That never had yielded to any before. 


Says Perry, ‘‘ Brave Elliot, come give me your hand, sir, 
This day you have gained an immortal renown; 

So long as Columbia, Lake Erie commands, sir, 

Let brave Captain Elliot with laurels be crowned.” 


Great Britain may boast of her conquering heroes, 
Her Rodneys, her Nelson, and all the whole crew, 
But Rome in her glory never told such a story 
Nor boasted such feats as Columbians do. 


The whole British fleet was captured complete,— 

Not a single ship from us got away; 

And prisoners some hundreds,—Columbians wondered 
To see them anchored and moored in our bay. 
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May Heaven still smile on the shade of these heroes 
Who sought in this victory their country to save; 
Who checked the proud spirits of murdering Neros 
Who wished to divide us and make us all slaves, 


Columbians sing and make the woods ring, 

And toast those brave heroes, by sea and by land 
With Briton’s cherry—Columbian’s Perry— 

And toss it about with a full glass in hand, 


THE WILL OF THOMAS WILLETT. 





CONTRIBUTED BY ESTHER B. CARPENTER, FROM WILLETT MSS. 





In tHE Name or Gop Amen ; 

The Twenty Eighth Day of January in the year of our Lord 
God 1723-4 I Thomas Willett of North Kingstown in the Colony 
of Rhode Island and Providence plantations in New England 
yeoman, being very sick, and Weak in Body but of Perfect mind 
& Memory thanks bee given to God therefore, calling unto mind 
the Mortality of my body and Knowing it is appointed for all 
men once to die do make & ordain this my Last will & Testa- 
ment, ‘That is to say Principally & First of all I give and Recom- 
mend my Soul into the hands of God that gave it and For my 
body I commend it to the Earth to bee Buried in a christianlike 
and decent manner, at the Discretion of my Executors, and as 


touching such worldly Estate wherewith it hath pleased God to 


Bless me in this life I give devise & dispose of the Same in the 
Following manner and Forme—Imprimis, I give & Bequeath unto 
my well beloved Brother Francis Willett my Farme on Boston 
Neck in said Town and all and Singular my Lands Messuages & 
Tenements to him my said Brother and to his heirs Lawfully Be- 
gotten of his body and to him & their heirs and Assigns forever 
But For Want of such heirs, Then my Will is that all my Lands 
Messuages and Tenements I give & Bequeath unto my Two 
Cousins (viz) Willett Carpenter the son of my Sister Mary Car- 
penter and William Pease the Son of my Sister Martha Pease to 
them & their heirs and assigns Forever to be Equally Divided in 
Quantity and Quality— 

Item—I give unto my well Beloved Mother During Her Natural 
Life Twenty pounds Currant money to bee paid yearly by my said 
Brother out of the Profits of my Estate 

Item—I give & Bequeath unto my Loving Sister Mary Carpen- 
ter Ten pounds curr‘ money to be Levied out of my Estate and 
paid by my Executor 

6 
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Item—I give unto my Loving Sister Martha Pease the Sum of 
Ten pounds to bee paid in like manner 

Item—I give & Bequeath unto my s‘ Brother Francis Willett 
all the Remainder of all my Personal Estate and all my moneys 
Goods, chattels, Moveables or Immoveables of whatsoever kind 
or sort soever they are or may be found, whom I likewise Consti- 
tute make & Ordain my only & sole Executor of this my Last 
will & Testament and I do hereby utterly Disallow Revoke and 
Disannult all & every other Testament Wills Legacies Bequests 
& by me in any ways Before this Time Named, Willed & Be- 
queathed Ratifying & Confirming this & NO other to be my last 
will & Testament In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
Hand & Seal the Day & year above written 

THOMAS WILLETT & seall 

Signed sealed Published Pronounced 
and Declared by the said Thomas Wil- 
lett as his Last will and Testament in 
the Presents of us the Subscribers (viz) 

ErHraim GARDNER 

WILi1aAM Brown 

BENJAMIN NorTHUP 


Mr. Ephraim Gardner Mr. William Browne and Mr. Benjamin 
Northup Personally appeared Before the Town Council of North 
Kingstown the 12th Day of October 1725 and upon their Solemn 
Engagement Declared that they saw the subscriber Thomas Wil- 
lett Deceased to give Seal Publish Pronounce & Declare the above 
and within written Instrument to be his Last will and Testament 
and that at the signing thereof he was of a Sound Disposing 
minde and Memory and that at the same time they sett their 
hands Thereunto as witnesses The said Couns' do approve of 
s* Will to be a good and Lawfull Will Signed by order and in 
Behalf of s* Couns! 


JEREMIAH GOULD Ass’t 
Prov’d Octob. 15th 1725 


The above & within written Pages contain a true Coppy Taken 
from the 106: 107 & 108th pages of the Book No. 6, For Record- 
ing of Wills Belonging to North Kingstown 

Wit' GEO. THOMAS 
T’ Clk 
North Kingston Jan’y 30th 1787 


This copy was obtained by Mrs. Esther Carpenter, widow 
of Capt. Francis Carpenter, at the time when the succession of 
her children to this property, under the will of Francis Wil- 
lett, Esq., was disputed by the Willett heirs in Newport and 
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New York. It was finally confirmed to the Carpenters, after 
several lawsuits in the Circuit Court relating to it, about 
1790-8, as Mr. Updike states in the “ Hist. of Narr’t Ch.” 
Thomas Willett, who died in 1725, aged 29, gave his interest 
in the farm, as appears above, to his brother Francis, and his 
direct heirs; otherwise, to Willett Carpenter and William 
Pease. Willett C. died at the age of 18, and Francis Willett, 
who died childless at 83, had also survived the other rever- 
sionary heirs, and therefore believed himself capable of be- 
queathing the entire estate to his nephew, Francis Carpenter. 
In the endeavor to obtain the establishment of this opinion 
in the courts, Mrs. Carpenter traveled on horseback to Boston 
and Plymouth, accompanied by her eldest son, Willett, then 


only 14. In Boston she secured able counsel, and at Ply- 


mouth ordered a copy of the will of the first Thomas Willett, 
in order to trace the succession of the estate. The anxiety 
and responsibility of the lawsuit severely tried the endurance 
and the energies of a widow with seven minor children, the 
eldest, Esther, being only 16. E. B. C. 





RHODE ISLAND DIVIDED INTO THREE 
COUNTIES. 
Taken from “ Public Laws” in the Office of the Secretary of 
State, Providence, R. I. 





An Act for the Dividing the Colony of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations into Three Counties, and Ascertain- 
ing the Bounds and Limits of each of said Counties. 


Whereas the Number of Inhabitants in this Colony is much 
increased, and the Bounds thereof are so extensive, that that 
Part thereof called the Main-Land, especially the more re- 
mote Inhabitants are put to Great Trouble and Difficulty in 
prosecuting their Affairs in the Common course of Justice as 
the Courts are now established. Therefore 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of this Colony, and 
by the authority of the same, That this Colony shall be divided 
into three distinct and separate Counties (whereof the whole 
Colony shall consist) in the following manner : 
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The Towns of Newport, Portsmouth, James Town, New 
Shoreham and the rest of the Island adjacent, heretofore 
within the Jurisdiction of either of said Towns, shall be con- 
stituted, and are hereby made one County, and shall be known 
by the Name of the County of Newport; and Newport shall 
be the County Town. 

The Towns of Providence, Warwick and East Greenwich, 
and all such places within Jurisdiction of said Town, shall be 
constituted, and are hereby made one other County, and shall 
be known by the Name of the County of Providence ; and 
the Town of Providence shall be the County Town. 

The Towns of South Kingstown, North Kingstown and 
Westerly, and all places within the Bounds of either of said 
Towns, shall be constituted, and are hereby made one other 
County, and shall be known by the Name of Kings County, 
and South Kingstown shall be the County Town. 


Passed in General Assembly at Newport 3d Monday in 
June, 1729. 





ACT CHANGING KINGS TO WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
From Public Laws in Secretary’s Office. 


AN Act altering and changing the Name and Style of the 
County heretofore called Kings County in this State, into 
the Name and Style of WasHINGTON. 


Whereas, since the Declaration of the Independence of the 
United States of America it becomes the Wisdom of the ris- 
ing Republic to obliterate, as far as may be, every Trace and 
Idea of that Government which threatened our Destruction, 

Be it therefore enacted by this General Assembly, and by 
the Authority thereof it is hereby enacted, That the name of 
Kings County, by which the Southernmost County in this 
State was heretofore distinguished, shall forever hereafter 
cease: and that, in perpetual and grateful Remembrance of 
the eminent and most distinguished Services, and heroic ac- 
tions, of the illustrious Commander-in-Chief of the Forces of 
the United States of America the said County shall forever 
hereafter be known and called, in all Legislative Acts, legal 
proceedings, Conveyances, &c., by the Name and Style of 
WASHINGTON. 


In General Assembly, Oct. 29, 1781. 
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THE VARS HOMESTEAD. 


CONTRIBUTED BY N. B. VAS, "S8SQ., COVENTRY CENTRE, R. I. 


of the family is being written by one of its members, 
is an ancient and well known farm residence, situated 
in the eastern part of Westerly, about half a mile 
south of the village of Niantic. 

The land was purchased in January, 1707, by Theodaty 
Rhoades, from Ninecraftt, alias Nayaconchett, Chief Sachem 
of the Narragansett Tribe of Indians. And on February 10, 
1708, it was deeded to “ Isaac? Vars,” by said Rhoades, who 
had previously married the Widow Vars, mother of Isaac’. 
It was then merely a portion of the wilderness or hunting 
ground, and infested with wild animals of many kinds. 
Clearings were made and a house built near the spring, about 
twenty-five rods southeast from the present house. This was 
probably built in 1708-9. 

At what date he built the east part of the present house is 
not known. At first it was built eighteen feet square, two 
stories high, frame of heavy white oak timber, with planking 
(on east end) of white oak, reaching from sill to plate one 
and one-half inches thick and fastened on with locust (or 
white oak) tree nails, and so remains to the present time. 

Later an addition was put on the north side, and in 1776, 
the west part was built by his son “'Theodaty*® Vars,” who 
was then the owner, so that the house was 29 by 44 feet in 
size, two stories high in front (or south side) and one story 
in rear, and so remains now. The chimney is of stone 8 by 
10 feet in size, and was built by Joseph Crumb, the date, 
1776, is on the south side of the chimney, back of the stairs, 
and out of ordinary search. It was made apparently with 
the finger in the mortar, when that was soft. Oyster shells 
were used for lime in the mortar, as pieces of shell are to be 
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seen. In it was built five fireplaces for as many rooms; one 
large oven for baking purposes, also a smoke house, or place 
for smoking meat, etc., in the second story. A nice arrange- 
ment, and the only one of the kind I have ever seen. 

On March 29, 1708, Isaac’? Vars (the only Vars in Amer- 
ica,) married Rebecca Larkin, and on October 5, 1710, Theo- 
daty® Vars was born, being the first Vars child born in 
Westerly (or America). 

On the sixth day of April, 1732, Isaac* Vars bought sixty- 
three acres of land adjoining his farm on the east, and 
bounded by the road from his northeast corner, near Atte- 
quamses brook, to the foot of the hill known as “ Cooler’s 
Hill,” from ‘Charles Ninigrett, Chief Sachem of the Narra- 
gansett Indians. Price paid 39 pounds and 4 shillings. 

On December 21, 1732, Theodaty* Vars was married to 
Mary Dodge, daughter of John and Elizabeth Dodge of West- 
erly. She was born in Westerly on March 12, 1713. 

On December 27, 1738, Isaac* Vars gave by deed the sixty- 
three acres of land purchased by him from Ninigrett, to his 
son Theodaty*® Vars, and he probably built the house that 
stood on the spot where now stands the house of Mrs. Mary 
A. Peckham and Charles Nichols. When he sold this prop- 
erty he reserved about twenty acres for a wood lot, and which 
now belongs to the Homestead, as it ever has from the pur- 
chase in 17382. 

Isaac? Vars died about 1760, aged about 80 years. His — 
only son, Theodaty* Vars, also died at the Homestead in 1795, 
aged 85 years, and the wife of Theodaty*® died in 1792, aged 
80 years. 

Isaac* Vars, son of Theodaty*, was born on October 25, 
1733. He married Elizabeth Burdick in 1755. She died in 
1778, leaving three sons and five daughters. And on October 
15, 1780, he married Waity Gardner, of East Greenwich, who 
had two daughters and one son. She, Waity Gardner, was 
born in 1750. She died in 1825, aged 75 years, and Isaac‘ 
Vars died in 1821, aged about 88 years. 
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The Homestead has been given by father to son for six gen- 
erations, with the wood lot, swamp lot (cedar), in Westerly, 
and beach and marsh lot, in Charlestown. So that it has 
been in unbroken possession of the family for one hundred 
and seventy-five (175) years. It is now owned and occupied 
by Capt. Edwin’ C. Vars, fifth son of the late Isaac’ Vars, 
who died at the Homestead on July 31, 1870, aged 82 years, 
and was buried in the family lot on the Homestead. His 
children were six sons and five daughters. His sons were all 
living at his death, and three of the daughters. His wife, 
Hannah (Saunders) Vars, died in 1863, aged 72 years. 

The “Old Homestead” is an object of interest to the 
numerous descendants of its founder, who are widely scat- 
tered throughout the New England, Middle and Western 
States, also some in Canada. A very nice orchard on the 
Homestead, was destroyed by the September gale of 1815. 
But for many years since the farm has been well supplied 
with fruit trees of various kinds, but now the old stock is 
nearly all gone. A young orchard was set out in 1870 which 
is doing well. The old house has undergone some internal 
alterations and improvements within the last forty years, but 
externally the size and form is the same as one hundred years 
ago, and with proper care and repairs we fondly hope it may 
last for another—yes, two, three or more centuries yet to come. 

The Homestead is one of the prettiest and best farms in 
the vicinity. The land lays quite high, is mostly very smooth 
and has a good soil. It lays gently sloping to the east. It 
is at once pleasant and attractive, is well arranged into lots 
by stone walls. A good cider mill and press is now, and has 
been one of the “fixtures”? for, as I have good reasons to be- 
lieve, about one hundred years, so that any of the neighbors 
wishing to make cider, could always find there conveniences 
for doing so. Roads lead east, west and north from the 
house. The farm is bounded by roads on the north and west 
sides. Land being reserved for that purpose by the deed to 
Isaac’ Vars, in 1708. 
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DALECARLIA AND VICINITY. 





CONTRIBUTED BY JOSEPH PEACE HAZARD, SOUTH KINGSTOWN, R. I. 





CHE Dalecarlia Farm, in South Kingstown, R. I., con- 
taining about two hundred acres, was a homestead of 
the Niles Family, less than a century ago. 

oS About twenty-five graves of that race are on a ridge 
of these premises, about fifty yards north from the 

“‘ Old Post Road,” and about two hundred yards southeasterly 

from their old homestead. About fifteen graves of their 

Negro slaves are also on this same ridge, about one hundred 

and thirty yards, northerly from those of their masters. 

About the year 1818, the late Jeremiah Niles Potter (he 
married a Miss Hazard,) resided upon this estate, and sold it 
to the late Rowland Hazard, who then made it a portion of 
his Peacedale estate, that bounds it on the north. He took 
possession shortly after its purchase, and Dalecarlia House 
continued to be his residence until he moved to Newport, 
R. I., in the year 1829, leaving his son,—William Robinson 
Hazard, who now lives at Cayuga Lake, New York,—in 
charge. 

William moved to Dutchess County, New York, in the year 
1832, since which, Dalecarlia House has gradually fallen into 
its present decayed condition. 

At the time of its purchase in 1818, there was a large 
orchard at a considerable distance northwest from the house, 
vestiges of which still survive. Among these yet remains 
one of the old “ Marigolds ”—an apple that was regarded as 
the finest of its species, by very many persons. 

At that time a buttonwood tree of about twenty-five feet in 
height, stood some fifty feet southwest from the Dalecarlia 
House ; and this was then the only tree about the premises. 
It perished by the disease that appeared in 1840-41, and 
made desolate many a farmstead, especially near the sea coast. 
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This particular description of tree is less affected by the 
inimical southwest sea breeze than most other deciduous ones, 
and was therefore put about orchards needing shelter, and 
also around their fields, by intelligent or tasteful land holders. 

Some are yet living who remember when much of Boston 
Neck was thus sheltered by trees that were ai least one hun- 
dred feet high and from three to more than four feet diame- 
ter, at four feet from the ground, straight as gun rods, and 
not over fifteen feet apart. 

This prevailed in far greater degree on the Island of Rhode 
Island, than in Narragausett. 

The death of these trees reduced several districts to dis- 
tressing scenes of desolation, but we are now enjoying fruits 
thereof in the far greater variety of trees that renders repeti- 
tion of such a disaster highly improbable if not impossible. 

The trees and shrubs that are now so nearly the sole visible 
features of interest about Dalecarlia House, were all planted 
during the period between 1820 and 1825. 

The numerous fruit trees were all planted by my brother 
Isaac Peace Hazard; also a few of the others. The rest— 
these being simply ornamental—were planted by the writer, 
who was then a boy, ever ready, glad, to plant—day or night 
—though to do else, was eager, at no time. 

The lone elm tree that stands in the old garden, only a few 
yards northeasterly from the house, was never transplanted, 
but stands exactly where my brother Isaac planted the seed 
thereof, about the year 1822. Nevertheless, such has been 
the retarding influence of the brisk, salt sea, and largely pre- 
vailing southwest winds, to which that locality is especially 
exposed, this tree is, to-day, only eighteen inches in diameter, 
at three feet from the ground, and about fifty feet high—after 
about sixty years of growth, although it appears to be per- 
fectly healthy. 

This elm tree might properly be regarded as a memorial of 
its planter—upon whose granite tomb, in the Peacedale cem- 
etery, is a brief but comprehensive record, as well as a just one, 
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of some of the leading virtues (vices, he had none,) that 
made him beloved, as well as respected, of all who really 
knew him. 

All see higher than we are able to reach. This late de- 
ceased—with ever open hand—believed everything needful 
should be possessed by those who most need it. A philosophy 
that would protect a//, and injure none, if it were made a rule 
of human conduct. That it will become such, all may hope, 
and none need seriously doubt. 

At time of its sale in 1818, the Dalecarlia estate was bounded 
on three of its sides by property of its purchaser, and mainly 
by the Peacedale estate of that day, as it also is at this. The 
other, its southern boundary, is on the “Old Post Road,” that 
was the sole highway (a bridle path, rather,) between Boston, 
New York and Philadelphia, only about a century ago. 

At that time (1818) Rowland Hazard’s Peacedale estate, 
(he had then lately sold the Wakefield Mills to his relative, 
the late James Robinson of “Sea View,”) extended from the 
Saucatucket river at Columbia Corner, eastward about three 
miles, nearly to the village of “ Tower Hill.” 

I will here remark, that excepting a small house at Wake- 
field, and a similar one at Columbia Corner, there was not a 
dwelling on either side of the highway, between Wakefield 
Bridge and the village of Tower Hill,—a distance of more 
than three miles,—unless the Dalecarlia House, that is more 
than one hundred yards therefrom, and nearly north from the 
adjacent “ Dalecarlia farm corners,” be regarded as an ex- 
ception. 

The portion of this front on the old highway, occupied by 
the Dalecarlia farm is only little more than half a mile, its 
southwestern corner being at a point that is about two hun- 
dred yards westerly from Dalecarlia farm corners, and dis- 
tinguished by a wall that runs northerly, and at right angles 
with the highway, and which wall makes the western bound- 
ary of Dalecarlia farm. 

The eastern extremity of this southern boundary of Dale- 
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carlia abuts upon the yard and burial ground that were the 
site of the Friends Tower Hill Meeting House, that was 
abandoned about the year 1853, in favor of a new one that 
was built at Peacedale, on the east bank of Saucatucket river, 
in the year 1855, and near which, the Peacedale High School 
was built, in the year 1880. 

The old Tower Hill Meeting House was sold to Isaac P. 
Rodman, who moved it easterly across the “Old Post Road,” 
where he made a two story house of it. After his death it 
became the property of the Tower Hill Improvement Compa- 
ny, who built the “ Tower Hill Hotel,’ about the year 1869, 
and of which this old meeting house is now an unattached 
portion. ; 
’ It may be remarked, that, although the Society of Friends 
was founded in England and America more than 250 years 
ago, and constitutes a numerous body, not a crime of violence 
is on its record, save in one case that occurred in London not 
many years ago. 

It must be a rare case indeed that finds a member of this 
society without at least a common school education, and this 
was as true before the day of public free schools as it is to- 
day. At their own firesides children of this society imbibe 
sentiments that impress the extreme importance of prudence 
and moderation in all things, and especially that of an exer- 
cise of a degree of industry and frugality that must ensure 
their own self-support, and this in a moral as well as physical 
sense. 

Quakers must not, will not, fight. They might be extermi- 
nated,—subdued,—Never. 

My friend and relative, the late Sylvester Caleb Robinson, 
of “Sea View,” now Canonchet, (a model of unselfishness 
and purity of character and life,) and myself, planted six 
buttonwood trees on the front of these now deserted premises 
about the year 1838. Their increase in height has been 
chiefly arrested by effects of the disease of 1840, but five of 
them still survive, and make a vigorous and healthy appearing 
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growth every summer. Nevertheless, they are yet only bushes 
of about a dozen feet in height, nearly all of their annual 
growth perishing during the ensuing winter. 

Nevertheless, the European buttonwood, that so nearly re- 
sembles the American, that only botanists would observe the 
difference, are perfectly healthy, both here, and in Europe, 
while the American (that I saw near Madrid,) is affected 
there as it is here in Rhode Island and elsewhere in America. 

In this ancient “Tower Hill Burying Ground” of the So- 
ciety of Friends, there are probably about three hundred 
graves, scarcely any of which have else than unfinished head 
and foot stones, and these of the simplest, not to say rudest, 
character, bearing neither name, nor dates, a misfortune inci- 
dent to a severity of simplicity, that their unwritten mode of 
Religious Faith prescribed in all things. A tenet that has so 
far relaxed of late that many members of that society now 
adopt the usual custom in this respect. 

At the eastern extremity of this cemetery, are graves of 
three members of the Allyng family who appear to have been 
other than members of Friends Society, inasmuch as one of 
them was a Colonel, and each of them has a large slab, and 
copious inscription ; and from which it appears, one of the 
parties was born in 1661, another in 1668. Older graves, 
however, are probably in this yard, and older inscriptions may 
be seen in the Mumford burial ground, that is now Canonchet 
estate, and near the Crooked Brook Pond, there. These 
tombs having fallen into ruinous condition, this writer had 
them reinstated a few years ago, (at expense of his brother 
Rowland,) upon deeply laid foundations, by Nicholas Gould, 
whose pure integrity of character is worthy of record in 
Heaven, probably, as was that of “Old Mortality,” on earth. 

These three graves are sheltered by widely spreading, pen- 
dant boughs of an ancient “ buckthorn,” that is about eight- 
teen feet high, and is probably at ,least coeval with the 
graves it seems to lovingly protect. 

The buckthorn of this vicinity is a mere shrub, that rarely 
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attains greater diameter of stem than three or four inches, 
but in this case has a trunk of about two feet in diameter: 
somewhat of a congeric, but, nevertheless, a tree. 

In one respect, Dalecarlia farm possesses a rare title to 
distinction. 

“ Logyan Rocks,”—* Rocking Stones,’—are highly inter- 
esting objects, and equally rare ones. Usually, they are hun- 
dreds of miles distant from one another and distinguish their 
vicinity. But here, upon an estate of so narrow limit as only 
two hundred acres, are two of these extraordinary specimens. 
The larger one, of about ten tons’ weight, is on the top of 
“ Mount Misery,” the other, near it. That of ten tons’ weight 
could be moved easily with one hand, until when, about twen- 


ty years ago, it was “chocked” by some thoughtless boy or 


brutal adult. Inasmuch as the perpetrator’s name has never 
transpired it may be supposed the latter. 

A similar outrage upon the public in such anomalies oc- 
curred near “ Land’s End,” in Great Britain, about a centu- 
ry ago. Such is the estimation of such an outrage in that 
country the British government took the matter in hand and 
obliged the culprit (an intelligent man, strange to say,) to 
reinstate the rock, an operation that is said to have cost the 
offender two thousand pound sterling. 

As late as the year 1840, foxes had their burrows only a 
little eastward from Mount Misery, and even in Point Judith, 
where also a raccoon was killed about that date, and otters 
(that are yet at Worden’s Pond,) were sometimes seen in the 
Salt Pond. Minks and weasels (some of the latter were 
white) then abounded in Narragansett generally. Wild 
ducks, teal, etc., etc., were numerous, and during the autumn, 
black ducks, wigeons, broad bills, etc., etc., were in Salt Pond 
by tens of thousands. 

During many years past, not a few have vainly enquired 
how the old Niles estate came to bear the name of Dalecarlia. 
That Dalecarlia was a district in Sweden famous for the surpass- 
ing beauty of its scenery, as well as the quality of its steel, was 
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well known in Narragansett, but whether these facts inspired 
the Niles family, or if they had any bearing upon the point 
in question, none appeared to be able to decide. This writer 
had often pondered and discussed the question, but without 
satisfactory, at least intelligent result, until, when only a few 
weeks ago, he suddenly remembered having (a great while 
ago) heard the late Miss Nancy Brown, daughter of Gov. 
George Brown, of Boston Neck, give an account of Consul 
Gardiner’s return from Sweden, on furlough when she was a 
young girl, and of the great party that was given at his fath- 
er’s house at “The Bonnett,” on this occasion, and which 
Miss Brown attended. This must have been about the year 
1800.* 

Col. John Gardiner, who died at 61 in the year 1808,+ owned 
and lived at the Bonnett farm, at that time, and Consul Rob- 
ert Gardiner was his second child. 

The Consul remained at home a year on this occasion, and 
no doubt received from his friends and companions here, mul- 
titudes of enquiries about Sweden. Under such circumstances 
the charms of the scenery of Swedish Dalecarlia would be 
dwelt upon, and with effect that might very naturally, and 
probably did, induce the owner of the Niles homestead to 
name that locality accordingly. 





THE CoLoreD Baptist CuurcH at MOooresFIELD. — Mr. 
Daniel Rodman gave the land and help to build the church. 
Londen Weeden was a prominent member of this church: in 
fact he was called the Church and Society both. This church 
was used by them for a number of years. Of late years there 
has been nothing more than an occasional service, and Sunday 
School during the summer months. 





* It may interest our readers to learn the fact that in the old Episcopal Church yard, in 
North Kingstown, there is a tombstone with the following inscription upon it. After a 
skull and bones and Masonic emblems follows these words: ‘‘In memory of RoBERT C. 
GARDINER, Esq., Late American Consul at Sweden. Lost at Sea, Sept. 7, 1804, Aged 31 
years. Capt. JoHN GARDINER died at Sea, Feb. 25, 1806, Aged 33. Sons of Col. JoHN 
GARDINER.” 


t Col. John Gardiner died Oct. 18, 1808, aged 62 years. His wife died June 16, 1816, aged 
62 years. 
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THE GREENE’S OF QUIDNESSET. 





CONTRIBUTED BY RAY GREENE HULING, FITCHBURG, MASS. 





T is altogether too common an error to suppose that all 
the Greene’s of Rhode Island have the same immigrant 

> ancestor, the surgeon John Greene, who came from Sal- 
© isbury, England, and settled successively at Salem,.Prov- 
idence and Warwick. The descendants of this worthy 
man by their valuable services in peace and in war have 
earned an enviable preéminence in the State, but there were 
among our early settlers at least two other families bearing 


the name, distinct from the Warwick Greenes, and, so far as is . 


known, unrelated by birth to each other ; one of these had its 
early home at Newport, the other, which is the subject of this 
sketch, at Quidnesset Neck in the town of North Kingstown. 
The founder of each of these three families bore precisely 
the same name. 

When, not far from 1639, the elder Richard Smith erected 
his trading-post near the present village of Wickford, there 
was living with him one John Greene, of whose previous his- 
tory nothing is certainly known. A tradition exists, both 
among his own descendants and in the Warwick family of 
Greenes, to the effect that he came hither from England and 
had formerly borne the name of Clarke instead of Greene. 
The change of name, if, indeed, it occurred, may have been 
made for the purpose of gaining permission to leave England 
for America. ‘ Godly deceptions” of a similar kind were 
not unknown in those trying days. Smith had left Glouces- 
tershire for New England, and again Taunton for Narragan- 
sett, “ for his conscience sake,”’* says Roger Williams; possi- 
bly young Greene was of a family sufficiently obnoxious to 
the authorities to render desirable a change of name as well 
as a change of residence. The whole matter, however, is one 
of tradition and conjecture rather than of fact. 





* Potter’s Narragansett, p. 166. 
8 
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In proof of the presence of John Greene in Narragansett 
at so early a date may be adduced an extract from an affidavit 
made by him many years later in support of the title of the 


younger Richard Smith to the lands in the neighborhood of 
Wickford. 


‘*To Att Wuom Tuts May Concern: 

I, John Greene, inhabiting in the Narragansett Country, called 
King’s Province, I being sworn a Conservator of the Peace, do 
on my Oathe affirme, that forty years and more ago, Mr. Richard 
Smith that I then lived with did first begin and make a settlement 
in the Narragansett, and that by the consent and with the appro- 
bation of the Indian Princes and people, and did improve land, 
mow meadows severall yeares before Warwick was settled by any 
English man: and I being present did see and heare all the Nar- 
ragansett Princes being assembled together give by livery and 
seizing some hundreds of acres of land about a mile in length 
and so down to the sea; this being about thirty years agoe, many 
hundred Indians being then present, consenting thereunto. * * 


This I certify to be true as I am in publique office, on oath and 
under my hand. : 


King’s Province in Narragansett, 21 July 1679 ’’* 

There is no hint of any family connection between Smith 
and Greene. It is probable that the latter was simply in the 
employ of the former until he became able to acquire land for 
himself. Greene’s name occurs next before that of Smith on 
the list of the residents of Wickford who in 1663 expressed 
their desire to be under Connecticut Colony rather than un- 
der the jurisdiction of Rhode Island.t Indeed, he seems to 
have taken an unpleasantly prominent part in the disputes 
which agitated this little community relative to the question 
whether Narragansett rightfully belonged to the one colony 
or to the other. Greene’s attitude at the outset, doubtless, 
was influenced in some degree by the fact that his friend 
Smith, the patriarch and well nigh “Sovereign’’$ of the 
Wickford settlement, had espoused the cause of Connecticut, 
but was mainly caused by a more personal consideration. 
He had now become an occupant, and probably an owner, of 


R. I. Colonial Records. The original is said to be in possession of the R. I. Hist. Soc. 
+ R. 1. Land Evidence in State Library. 
¢ Savage’s Gen. Dic., IV, page 129. 
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a tract of land in inciasiini neck, the title to which was based 
upon a purchase from the Indians made in 1659* by Major 
Humphrey Atherton and his associates in direct opposition to 
an ordert of the Rhode Island General Court, November, 
1651. This order provided that all purchases made of the 
Indians without consent of the colony should be void. If, 
therefore, Rhode Island should prevail, Greene would have no 
valid title to his recently acquired homestead ; while the suc- 
cess of Connecticut would confirm him in his possessions. 
Hence he seems to have made himself somewhat prominent in 
his opposition to the colonial authorities at Newport, with the 
result of which the following excerpts best tell the story : 


~ ‘* Newport, 1664, May 5. 
Ordered, that a warrant goe from the Court to require John 
Greene Sen’r living at Narragansett, to come before this Court.’’} 


‘ *¢ WicKFORD, 14th May, 1664. 
Capt. Hutchinson, 

My kind respects unto you, sir. This may give you to under- 
stand some late actions and proceedings of R. I. men; and if those 
actings of theyrs be not countermanded by the government of 
Connecticut, they will insult beyond measure. Three days since 
they came to John Green’s' hous at Aquidnesett with a warrant 
from theyre court under the Governor’s hand, and forceably 
fetched him awaye to Rode Island where he ag nanan. His 
going was also not known to any here. = * 

RICHARD SMITH Sen’r.’’s 


Newport, May 1664. 

Ordered, That John Greene’s petition shall be considered. 

John Greene Sen’r, living at Narragansett or Aquidnesitt, hav- 
ing been called before the Court for to answer before the Court 
for his adhering to the government of Connecticut, and having 
been examined consearning the premises, hee so answered as did 
give the Court just offence ; and upon the sence thereof, the sayd 
John Greene doth present his petition, praying the Court to par- 
don his sayd offence in his adhering to the government of Con- 
necticut, and his answering to the same before the Court as hee 
did: upon the real consideration of the aforesayed petition the 
Court doe pass by his enn; and doe promise to the aforesayd 


* Potter's 8 5 Narragansett, page 58. 
t Potter’s Narragansett, p. 49. 

} R. 1. Col. Ree., Vol. II. 

§ R. I. Col. Rec., Vol. II. 
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John Greene all lawful protexion and doe declare that he is still 
looked on as a freeman of the Collony.’’* 


In 1666 the proprietors of the northern part of Quidnesset 
neck made a division of their lands, previously, so far as ap- 
pears, unsurveyed. On a plat} which purports to indicate the 
boundaries of each piece of property in that region in that 
year, a tract of one hundred and fifty-one acres is assigned to 
“ John Greene and Son.” It is bounded northerly, easterly 
and southerly by highways. The father afterwards came to 
possess quite as much more land between the southern high- 
way and the cove now called Allen’s Harbor, which land in 
1666 had been laid out to John Sanford. Previqus to 1800 
the whole of this property had been purchased from Greene’s 
descendants by the Allen’s, in which latter family nearly all 
of it is now owned. 

In consequence of an order passed at the May session of 
R. I. General Assembly, 1671, on the nineteenth and twen- 
tieth of that month the Governor, Deputy Governor and As- 
sistants held a court at “ Acquidnesset.”{ At this time “the 
persons inhabiting here being called to give their engagement, 
and desiring to know whether or no this Court on behalf of 
the colony, do lay any claim, to their possessions which they 
now inhabit’’ were informed “ that on behalf of the colony 
this Court do not lay any claim to their possessions which 
they now inhabit.” Thus the thirteen proprietors, including 
John Greene, who are named in the record were assured of 
peaceful possession of their homes, and they, with eight oth- 
ers, took their engagement as freemen of Rhode Island. 

A few months later, January 1, 1671-2, a John Greene 
with John Fones, Henry Tibbits, John Andrew, John Briggs 
and Thomas Waterman, bought of the Indians a large tract 
since known as the Devil’s Foot or Fones’s Purchase ;§ this 
purchase was in 1677 confirmed, with certain provisos, to 


*R. I. Col. Rec., Vol. 2. 

t This plat, owned by Mr. Albert Spink, was made 1780-1 by Jacob Sharpe, from an ear- 
lier one made Feb. 8, 1717-8. 

t Potter’s Narragansett, p. 75. 

§ RK. I. Land Ev., 2, 189. Potter’s Narragansett, p. 76. KR. I. Col. Rec. Vol. II. 
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the partners who then numbered twenty-four. It included 
the region north and west of the “post road” from the 
Devil’s Foot Rock to Hunt’s river, and also ran to Mascachaug 
Cove on the northeast. From the fact that all these original 
purchasers were Quidnesset men, excepting Fones, who lived 
some three miles west in Narragansett, it may be fairly in- 
ferred that their fellow proprietor, John Greene, was the 
Quidnesset John. As an argument to the contrary, there is 
a record in Kast Greenwich, of the admission as a freeman in 
the same year, 1685, and on the same day, May 14, as Capt. 
John Fones, of a Lieut. John Greene, of New York, concerning 
whose origin nothing more is known, but who may have been 
the partner of Fones in the above purchase. 


In 1672 and 1674 the name of the Quidnesset John appears — 


as that of a witness to transfers of land in his neighborhood. 
In 1679, he describes himself, apparently with a touch of 
pride, as in the “ publique office” of “ Conservator of the 
Peace.” 

In March, 1681-2, probably on the same day, the 24th, he 
conveyed to his son, Daniel Greene, one hundred and twenty 
acres bordering on Allen’s Harbor,—the farm now owned by 
Mr. Joseph Allen,—and also to his son, James Greene, sixty 
acres adjoining across the brook to the northward, the con- 
sideration in each case being the same, viz., the annual pay- 
ment of thirty shillings as long as the father or mother should 
live.* At this time the land next north of James Greene’s 
estate was owned by a John Greene, presumably the son of 
the elder John, who three years later was a resident of East 
Greenwich. 

Nothing further is known with certainty as to the elder 
John. The name occurs as the signature of a witness May 
18, 1692,; to a sale of land in his neighborhood, and proba- 
bly was signed by him, for the son was then not a resident of 
Quidnesset, and no grandson of this name seems to have been 
then old enough to act in this capacity. He probably died 


"*R. IL. Land Ev., St. Libr. and N. K. Ree. 
t R. 1. Land Ev. St. Libr. 
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within the next four years for his name does not appear in 
the list of Kingston freemen bearing the date of 1696. 

His wife, in 1682, was named Joan, and she is known to 
have been the mother of Daniel and James; neither her par- 
entage nor any dates of her birth, marriage or death have 
survived. ; 

Just outside the railing which encloses the present Allen 
burial place in Quidnesset, on a part of the land laid out in 
1666 to “ John Greene and Son,” are several neglected graves 
with rough, sadly leaning headstones, on three of which can 
be traced in rudely chiseled letters, I. G., D. G., and R. G. 
These seem to mark the resting places of the first two genera- 
tions of this family, or at least of a part of them, the initials 
may refer to John (or Joan) Greene, Daniel Greene, the son, 
and Rebecca Greene, wife of the latter. Since 1797* the 
Greenes of this line have occupied no other foothold in their 
former lands in Quidnesset. 


GENEALOGY.+ 


1. JOHN' GREENE, of Narragansett or Quidnesset, 
called Sen’r, at Wickford about 1639, at Quidnesset 1664, 
and thereafter, died between -1682 and (probably) 1696 ; 
married Joan, who died later than 1682. Children, (order 
uncertain) : " 


2. I. Jonny’, b. June 16, 1651; d. Oct. 6, 1721; m. Abi- 
gail D. 

3. Il. James’, d. probably 1728; m. probably (1) Elizabeth, 
(2) Ann. 

4. III. Dantev’, d. 1730; m. Rebecca Barrow. 

5. IV. Epwarp’, (probably) ; m. Mary Tibbits. 

6. V. Bensamin’, (probably); d. 1718-9; m. Humility. 





* Oct. 7,1797, John Greene, Jr., of Penn Yan, N. Y., sold to Silas Allen, the ‘‘ Greene 
farm”? now owned by Joseph Allen. 

t This genealogy is quite unsatisfactory to the writer because of its lack of positiveness 
and the conjectural character-of many of its statements, and is offered as tentative rather 
than final. The word probably in any assertion indicates evidence which, though not con- 
clusive, is positive; possibly and perhaps are used when the evidence is more doubtful. 
Any corrections or confirmations of doubtful points will be gratefully received. Those 
aware of the chaotic condition of the early records of N. K., and who remember the fre- 
queney of the occurrence of the names, John, James and Benjamin among the Greenes of 

. I. will appreciate the difficulty of securing accuracy in a sketch of this kind. 
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There were in this region, in 1671, a Henry Greene, who 
afterward removed to “ New Garsay,” and in 1674, a Samuel 
Greene. Their relation to the above family is not apparent. 


2. JOHN’? GREENE (John'), of Coventry, b. June 6, 
1651, probably in Narragansett, was in East Greenwich 1685, 
‘1690, and later removed to Warwick and lived at a saw mill 
in the distrtct set off as Coventry in 1741; married Abigail 
D., and died Oct. 6, 1729, at his home in Warwick. His will, 
made Oct. 2, 1729, was proved Oct. 21 of the same year. 
Children : 


ie I. James’, b. Aug. 18, 1685; d. 1771; m. Rebecca 
Cahoone. 


8. II. Jonny’, b. April 9, 1688; m. Ann Hill. 


III. 


Jane’, b. Jan. 3, 1690; m. Low. 


9. IV. Usat’, b. Jan. 23, 1694; d. Oct. 15, 1797; m. (1) 
Susannah Hill; (2) Jane. 
10. V. EBENEZER’. 
11. VI. Roserr’. 
VII. Witiray’. 
VIII. Enrrerp’*, m. March 25, 1729, Samuel Cook. 
IX. Mary’, m. Johnson. 


X. Hannan’, m. Arnold. 
XI. ANpREw’. 


8. JAMES’ GREENE (Jvhn'), probably d. 1728. We 
have seen that on March 24, 1681-2, he received from his father 
sixty acres bordering on Allen’s Harbor in Quidnesset. As 
early as Feb. 15, 1696, he had a wife named Elizabeth. In the 
same year, or shortly afterward, he was recorded as a freeman 
of North Kingstown. Doubtless he was the James Greene, 
Sen’r, mentioned on the Council records March 7, 1697-8, 
and the Lieut. James Greene who was chosen on the grand 
jury March 6, 1698. Soon after 1700, (the date destroyed by 
fire,) he, with wife Elizabeth, sold to John Corey what ap- 
pears to have been a part of his paternal sixty acres. His 
will, as seems probable, dated in the first year of King George 
II, was proved Sept. 10, 1728, in North Kingstown. Therein 
mention is made of Ann Greene, his wife and executrix, and 
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also of his'two sons, but nothing further can be learned of 
either of them. Children : 
I. Jou’. 

II. James’. 

4. DANIEL’? GREENE (John'), b., it is probable, in 
Quidnesset, made his home there; m. July 16, 1689, at New- 
port, by Walter Clarke, to Rebecca Barrow, of whom nothing 
more is known. He is first mentioned on May 20, 1671, as 
one of those in Narragansett who owned allegiance to Rhode 
Island. He lived, even before March 1681-2, upon the farm 
of a hundred and twenty acres at Allen’s Harbor, given him 
by his father. Not far from the brook, between the highway 
and the dwelling house of Mr. Joseph Allen, a cellar of an 
older dwelling can be found, which was probable occupied by 
this Daniel, and his son of the same name, and certainly by 
his grandson John‘. This estate was left by the will of Dan- 
iel* to his son Daniel*. Though not named in the freemen’s 
list of 1696, he was in 1698, chosen as a juryman. His will, 
dated 1724, but proved in North Kingstown, as late as June 
9, 1780, names as living when it was written his wife Rebecca, 
his three sons, Daniel, who became his executor, Peleg and 
Jonathan, and his daughters Rebecca and Rachel. His seven 
known children were by his wife Rebecca, but from the fact 
that seven years before his marriage to her he is said to have 
resided on the farm which his father gives him, it is suggested 
that he may have been at that time a married man. Children: 


12. I. Peree®, b. Aug. 9, 1690; m. Mary Pierce. 
13. II. Danter’, b. Oct. 8, 1692; d. 1770; m. (1) Cather- 
ine Greene; (2) Mary Ralph. 
HI. Jonarnan’, b. Dec. 1, 1694; probably d. young. 
IV. Resecca’*, b. April 12, 1696. 
~~ V. Racuer’ b. May 6, 1698; m. Philip Aylsworth son 
of Arthur. 
VI. Saran’, b. April 5, 1700; probably d. young. 
14. VII. Jonarnan’, b. June 9,1705; d. 1739; m. Susannah 
Buers. (?) 


(To be Continued.) 
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A LIST OF THE BIRTHS AND DEATHS OF THE 
TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN. 


From records in the Town Clerk’s office. Arranged by the 
Editor from MS. notes furnished by the Hon. George C. 


Cross, Town Clerk of Charlestown. 


(Continued from page 61.) 


Kenyon Mary, 
6c 


Sarah, 
‘“ —- Ruth, 
“« Amie, 


“ William, 
“Catharine, 
“ Eunice, 

“ Infant, 


‘¢ Hannah, 
“ Thomas, 
“« William, 


«© Mary, 

“ Robert, 

“ Peleg, 
“Elizabeth, 

“ Sarah, 

“  Pheneus, 

“« John, 

‘¢ Remington, 
“Mary, 


“ Dorcas, 

“~~ Hannah, 

“ Nathaniel, 

“ Elizabeth, 
9 


of Ebenezer and Amie; Mar. 22, 1722. 


6 


“ 


oe 


74 


oe 


6c 


6c 


6 


6 


6c 


14 


(74 


“ 


(74 


6“ 


(73 


of John and Mary ; 


“ 


“ 


‘Te 


(13 


6 


14 


Mar. 28, 1724. 
April 1, 1727. + ° 
Oct. 12, 1730. 

Dec. 5; d. 28, 1732. 
Dec. 27, 1733. 
Feb. 2, 1736. 


“ Mar. 28; d. Ap. 2, 1739. 
“© David, jun., of David and Mary; Jan. 7, 1724. 


Dec. 21, 1727. 
Nov. 7, 1729. 
Jan. 30, 1731. 
Nov. 24, 1738. 
Jan. 10, 1735. 
Feb. 3, 1737. 
Jan. 25, 1740. 
April 24, 1742. 
Oct. 8, 1744. 
Sept. 29, 17380. 
Feb. 6, 1732. 
Feb. 4, 1734. 


- Aug. 4, 1787. 


Nov. 1, 1739. 
Jan. 4, 1741. 
June 20, 1748. 
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Kenyon George, of Thomas and Catherine; Feb. 4, 1733. 


“Elizabeth, “ ad Mar. 5, 1735. 
“ Thomas, “ ad Mar. 14, 1738. 
“ Stephen, “ * Jan. 25, 1741. 
“ John, * “i Feb. 25, 1744. 
Kergroin John H., of Amos; Mar. 26, 1787. 
“ Abigail, “ Sept. 11, 1789. 
Knowles Charles, of Daniel and Antries ; May 5, 1776. 
L. 
Ladd James, of John; April 22, 1746. 
“ Daniel, “ Dec. 7, 1748. 
“ Elizabeth, . Dec. 7, 1750. 
“Mary, “/ May 27, 1752. 
“ Dorcas, “ May 27, 1754. 
“ John, + May 8, 1756. 
“ Lydia, “ July 8, 1759. 


Larkin Reuben T., of Reuben and Arliville; July 30, 1844. 
Lewis Nathaniel, of Nathaniel and Mary; Feb. 28, 1732. 


“Amos, % « April 29, 1731. 
“Mary, * “July 31, 1735. 
“Jane, “ “ June 22, 1737. 
‘“  Ruhama, “ “ Oct. 27, 1789. 

«Elijah, s “ Aug. 10, 1741. 


Augustus J., of Amos and Mary ; Oct. 10, 1759. 
Susannah, of Jos. H. and Margaret; Dec. 17, 1815; d. 
March 18, 1818. 


“ Mary L., of Jos. H. and Margaret ; May 27, 1818. 


“ Nathaniel, “ “ Jan. 16, 1822. 
“ Augustus, “ “ Jan. 12, 1824. 
“ Oliver F., “ May 20, 1827. 
Lillibridge Sarah, of Thomas and Mary; Mar. 20, 1727. 
” Thomas, “ “ Dec. 4, 1729. - 
“ Edward, “ " Mar. 25, 1730. 
M. 


Macumber Abigail, of Jonathan and Sarah; June 17, 1767, 
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Macomber Annie, of Jonathan and Sarah; Dec. 30, 1769. 
" Benjamin, “ * May 5, 1772. 
* Sarah, ” “ Nov. 18, 1774. 
* Joseph, “ * Aug. 24, 1782. 
“ Dianna, “ “ Oct. 4, 1798. 
« Francis, “ Jos. and Fannie; Feb. 12, 1809. 
* Abigail, “ ” = Oct. 17, 1812. 
“ John R., * o « April 12, 1815. 
“ Martha, “ “ #@ Dec. 23, 1817. 


“ Mary B., “ ~ Dee. 21, 1821. 
Micael Tung, of Ruth, (Indian); April 9, 1778. 
“« Sarah, “ “ Sept. 9, 1780. 
“ Alice, “ * June 22, 1788. 
Millard Martha, of John, jun.; July 13, 1753. 
“ Abigail, “ “ July 4, 1755. 


“ Benjamin, “ * Mar. 22, 1758. 
“ Elizabeth, “ “ June 14, 1760. 
N. O. P. 
Park Mary, of Benj’n and Hannah S.; Sept. 8, 1758. 
“ Jonathan, “ *, Mar. 5, 1760. 





“¢ Joseph, “ " Nov. 18, 1768. 

“« John, of John and Abigail; Sept. —, 1773. 

“ Abigail, ss “ Mar. 17, 1775. 

“Annie, * * Sept. 28, 1776. 

‘ ~Samuel, “ “ Aug. 15, 1778. 

“Joseph, * * June 20, 1780. 

“ Kate R., “ * April 28, 1782. 

“ Benjamin, “ “ April 27, 1784. 

“© Marah, a April 5, 1786. 
Peckham Hannah, of Daniel and Mary; Sept. 23, 1720. 


" Mary, “ " Feb. 22, 1722. 
* Daniel, jun., “ * Sept. 25, 1726. 
ad Sarah, ” " Aug. 31, 1729. 
“ Abel, “ “ Feb. 17, 1733. 
* James, “ “ Nov. 4, 1736. 

a Annie, * « Sept. 20, 1742. 
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Peckham Mary, 


* Abigail, 
; Daniel, 


é 


‘ 


“ 


; Mary, 


of Daniel, jun., and Mary; Dec. 19, 1751. 


‘74 


iT4 


“ 


" April 26, 1752. 
+ Oct. 25, 1754. 
ad Sept. 19, 1756. 


John H. G. H., of George H.; Oct. 24, 1775. 


Pettey Nathaniel, of William and aay s ; May 11, 1714. 
Susannah, “ 


6 


6s 


Alice, 
Ephraim, 
William, 
Joseph, 
Charles, 
John, 
Mary, 
David, 
James, 


Pierce Stephen, 


Li 
a4 
6 


14 


Benjamin, 


James, 
Timothy, 
Isaac, 


.T4 


“ 


o6 


July 6, 1716. 
a June 4, 1718. 
és Dec. 12, 1719. 
“ June 24, 1722. 
ad Oct. 27, 1724. 
“ Aug. 10, 1727. 
“ Nov. 28, 1729. 
“ Jan. 3, 17382. 
* Mar. 29, 1735. 
’ Nov. 14, 1737. 


of Isaac; Nov. 25, 1740. 


6 


14 


oe 


it 


April 9, 1743. 
Feb. 25, 1744. 
Mar. 18, 1747. 
Mar. 8, 1749. 


Potter Benjamin, of Nathaniel and aay ; Aug. 9, 1721. 


“ 


Rouse, 
Mary, 


Nathaniel, 


Thomas, 


Susannah, 


Ebenezer, 


“ 
6 
(14 
6c 
“cc 


‘74 


April 28, 1728. 


« Oct. 10, 1781. 
* Aug. 27, 1739. 
May 9, 1734. 
” Dec. 20, 1742. 
od Sept. 4, 1745. 


Ruth, of Thomas and Martha; Sept. 13, 1746. 
of Robert; July 7, 1755. 


Annie, 
Hannah, 
Elizabeth, 
Robert, 
Thomas, 


6c 


6 


6c 


iT 


Mar. 20, 1758. 
July 28, 1760. 
May 24, 1762. 
Mar. 1, 1764. 


Q. R. 
Rathbone Joshua, of Joshua and Dorcas; Jan. 8, 1742. 
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Rhodes William, of James and Anna; Sept. 18, 1758. 
Ross Barberry, of Abigail; June 15, 1748. 
“ Annie, “ Aug. 16, 1747. 


Ss. 


Saulsbury Martin, born Sept. 16, 1767. 
Scribner Williams, of William and Mary; April 6, 1782. 
Sheffield Thomas, of Nathaniel and Hannah; Nov. 25, 1741. 


“« Joseph, “ “ Aug. 15, 1742. 
“ Mary, “ “ Jan. 9, 1745. 
* Joseph, of Thomas and Wealthy ; Oct. 14, 1763. 
“ Amos, “ sad Feb. 12, 1766. 
+ Samuel, ” “ June 27, 1768. 
+ Dorcas, “ April 11, 1771. 
“ James, “ “ Aug. 27, 1773. 
* Thomas, “ " Jan. 9, 1776. 
és George, “ «“ June 27, 1778. 
«Anna, ” * Aug. 30, 1780. 
* Nathaniel, “ a Dec. 19, 1783. 
* Abel, a * April 27, 1786. 
“ Lydia, of Joseph and Phebe; July 8, 1781. 

“ Amos, " m Nov. 17, 1783. 

" Joseph, “ “ Feb. 1, 1787. 

és Jonathan, “ “ Jan. 30, 1790. 

“ Mary, of Stanton and Anna; Mar. 18, 1785. 

ad Sarah, “ 6“ April 11, 1787. 

“ Stanton, “ “ Aug. 23, 1789. 

“ Anna, * “ Nov. 21, 1792. 

“ Belinda, * “ April 8, 1797. 

“ Benjamin, “ “ June 8, 1799. 

“ Martha, “ “ April 25, 1802. 

“ Elizabeth, “ * Nov. 6, 1804. 

és Robert, “ “ April 12, 1807. 

“ Rebecca, * “ June 21, 1809. 


Stanton Joseph, jun.; born April 23, 1717. 
“Mary, his wife ; born July 13, 1722. 
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Stanton Joseph, 


“c 


Tanner Joseph, 


T4 
T4 


(74 


Esther, “ 
Mary, 66 
Augustus, “ 
Hannah, “ 
Lodowick, “ 
Robert, 
Job, ” 
Susannah, “ 
Benjamin, “ 


n~ 


Hannah, * 
Elizabeth, <“ 
Samuel, “ 


Abigail, of Daniel, jun., and Sarah ; 


Thomas, “ 


‘ Abel, * 
Samuel, of Samuel and Elizabeth ; 


Sarah A., “ 
Elizabeth, “ 
John, d 
Mary, * 


T4 


T3 


6c 


ee 


iT 


(T4 


“c 


(T4 


6c 


T4 


(74 


of John and Susannah; 


of Joseph, jun.,and Mary; July 19, 1739.* 


Nov. 23, 1741. 
June 18, 17438. 
Mar. 22, 1745.t 
Feb. 24, 1747.} 
May 27, 1749. 
Aug. 18, 1735. 
Feb. 15, 1737. 
Aug. 17, 1788. 
July 4, 1740. 
Mar. 28, 1742. 
Jan. 2, 1743. 
Dee. 2, 1745. 
May 18, 1785. 
Jan. 21, 1787. 
Mar. 28, 1791. 
Oct. 27, 1803. 
Nov. 28, 1805. 
Oct. 23, 1808. 
July 21, 1810? 
Mar. 6, 1814. 


Elizabeth, mother of above children, died May 3, 1826. 
Caroline E., of John and Celia; Mar. 10, 1834. 


Dorcas, “i 
William D., “ 
John H., “ 
Caroline E., “ 
William D., “ 
John H., “ 


ci 
Jane, “ 4d 
George, “ “ 
Sarah, * " 


6c 


Ge 


(14 


6 


T4 


14 


May 12, 1836. 
May 13, 1839. 
July 16, 1844. 
died Dec. 11, 1836. 
died Dec. 20, 1846. 
died Jan. 2, 1847. 


of John and Jane; Feb. 2, 1719. 


Jan. 24,1721. 
Nov. 9, 1728. 
Oct. 7, 1725. 





Nore.—In another list the year ie given, *1738; { 1744, and ¢ 1746, respectively. 
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Tanner William, of John and Jane; Feb. 28, 1727. 


“« John, “ “ Nov. 11, 1730. 
«Susannah, “ “ Feb. 18, 1732. 
“Mary, « “ Jan. 9, 1734. 

“ Esther, * “ Aug. 22, 1738. 
“ ~~ Job, “ 6 April 5, 1740. 

( Taylor Nathan, of Nathan and Prudence; May 4, 1778. 
“ Polly, a +“ Dec. 16, 1774. 
“ Kittuny, “ “ Mar. 25, 1776. 
‘“ Martha, “ é Jan. 6, 1778. 
“ Amie, * “ Dec. 6, 1780. 
“© Phebe, “ “ Feb. 4, 1782. 
“Sarah, “ * June 26, 1784. 
“ Joseph, “ “ Aug. 4, 1786. 
“ Job, 6“ June 9, 1789. 
“ Gilbert, “ “ Mar. 16, 1751. 

. “ Phillip, of Jos. and Ruth; Dec. 12, 1770. 
“ Ichabod, “ ” June 28, 1773. 
“« Margaret, of Job and Amie; Oct. 1, 1773. 

“ JuiaA, “ “ Sept. 1, 1810. 
“ Gilbert,  “ * Aug. 22, 1813. 
“  Alvah, “ “ Sept. 22, 1815. 
“= Mary, * * May 17, 1818. 
“ George W., “ 6 Oct. 2, 1820. 
“ Harriet, “ " Oct. 26, 1828. 
“Eliza, * “ Aug. 2, 1826. 
“Martha, “ Jan. 10, 1833. 


« Charles E., of Joseph and Lucinda; Jan. 17, 1814; 
d. Mar. 8, 1814. 
“Ransford S., of Joseph and Lucinda; Oct. 14, 1815. 


“Caroline B., “ “ Sept. 1, 1817; 
d. Feb. 8, 1819. 

“ Sarah A., of Joseph and Lucinda; Feb. 2, 1819. 

“ Margaret M., “ * June 13, 1820. 

“« =John E., “ “ Mar. 25, 1822. 

“ Joseph E., “ * Mar. 4, 1824. 





XUM 
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Taylor Lydia M., of Joseph and Lucinda; Sept. 15, 1825. 


“Job T., “ é April 29, 1827. 
“© Hannah M., “ “s Oct. 31, 1829. 
“« George A.,  “ i June 24, 18381. 
“« Phebe L, “ s“ Jan. 4, 1833. 


Tucker, Susannah, born Nov. 24, 1766. 
“Newman, “ Jan. 24, 1767. 
“Mary, “ Oct. 31, 1769. 
“Rebecca, “ Oct. 1, 1749. 
“ Hannah, “ Oct. 21, 1755. 


U. V. W. 
Watson Simeon, of William and Mary; Feb. 21, 1726. 
_  & — #lizabeth, “ “ June 5, 1729. 
“Abigail,  “ “ June 5, 1732. 
“ John, “s “ Jan. 20, 1735. 
Welch Charles, of William and Catherine; Mar. 30, 1739. 
“Mary, " * Jan. 29, 1741. 
“John, t “ May 8, 1746. 


“ ~ William, from Ireland, died aged 85 years, 10 months 
and 15 days; Mar. 10, 1786. 
“Patrick, of John and Lydia; Mar. 18, 1775. 





« John, “ « Feb. 9, 1776. 
“Henry, “ +: Dec. 20, 1779. 
“Katie, “ " Aug. 9, 1781. 
“ Gilbert, “ * Nov. 15, 1783. 
° fe, «6° " Feb. 1, 1786; d. Apr. 28, 
1786. 
“Lois, of John and Lydia ; Feb. 16, 1787; d. March 
11, 1787. 
Wells Dorcas, of Peter and Amie (S. K.); Sept. 17, 1720. 
West Mary, of Clement and Sarah ; Feb. 28, 1726. 
“ Rachel, * * Dec. 24, 1728. 
* Clement (N.K.), “ “ Jan. 1, 1731. 
“ Susannah(N.K.), “ " July 14, 1733. 


“John, ad “ Dec. 18, —— 
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West Elizabeth, of Clement and Sarah; May 20,1738. 

“« Thomas, * “ Aug. 6, 1740. 

“ Eliza, “ " Feb. 6, 1742. 

“ Sarah, . “ a July 23, 1745. 
Wilcox George S., of Joseph ; Feb. 9, 1799. 

“ Mary, % Aug. 11, 1801. 

“ Rebecca, “ July 11, 1804. 

“Edward, “ Aug. 1, 1806. 

‘¢ Hannah, * Feb. 25, 1809. 

“Rebecca, « Aug. 24, 1811. 

“Nancy, * Feb. 22, 1814. 

“ Charlie W., “ | Dec. 6, 1827. 

“Joseph D., " Feb. 12, 1829. 

“  Hliza A., “ Mar. 16, 1830. 

“ Susan F., ad Mar. 26, 1831. 

“ John G., * (Present Rep., 1882) ; May 

25, 1832. 
“Nathan, * Nov. 17, 1833. 
“ Benjamin F., “ July 7, 18365. 


“ Governor Edward, died Sept. 7, 1838. 
Woodmansee Keziah, of Joseph and Hannah; Aug. 10, 1719. 


me Joseph, “ " July 28, 1722. 
* Hannah, “ * June 25, 1724. 
X. Y. Z. 
York Hopestill, of Stanton and Jemima; May 24, 1784. 
“ Jemima, “ ws Feb. 17, 1789. 
«Anna, . ” Apr. 7, 1741. 
“ Hannah, of William and Anna; Nov. 15, 1770. 
«“ James, a * Feb. 6, 1772. 
“Isaac, 1“ * Apr. 4, 1776. 
«“ Augustus, “ * July 28, 1778. 
“ William, “ * Oct. 15, 1780. 
“Elizabeth, “ * — Mar. 5, 1785. 
“ Anna, * ws Aug. 24, 1788. 
; END. 


10 
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ROBERT RODMAN. 


E present in this number of the RecisTer an excel- 
lent picture of Robert Rodman, Esq., of Lafayette, 
R. 1. The following sketch is taken from the “ Bio- 
graphical Cyclopedia of Rhode Island.”’ 


Robert Rodman, manufacturer, was born Oct. 18, 1818, at Tow- 
er Hill, South Kingstown, R. I., where he spent most of his boy- 
hood and youth. His parents were Clarke and Mary (Gardiner) 
Rodman. The former was born in 1781 and died April 12, 1859 ; 
and the latter was born Jan. 19, 1781 and died June 4, 1870. 
Robert Rodman was employed in a woolen mill for several years, 
and at the age of twenty-two commenced the manufacture of 


_kerseys with a partner, in Exeter, R. I., where he remained for 


one year. At the end of that time he removed to Silver Spring, 
R. I., where he continued the same branch of industry until the 
Spring of 1845. He then sold his factory, and for a few years 
thereafter he engaged in farming and in attending to the interests 
which he had acquired in coasting vessels. In the spring of 1848 
he resumed business at Lafayette, Rhode Island, where he has 
since been engaged in the manufacture of ‘‘ Kentucky Jeans.’’ 
He commenced with one set of machinery. and twelve looms, and 
gradually increased his facilities until his looms number 414, in- 
cluding those in his factories at Silver Spring and Wakefield. In 
addition to the manufacture of woolen goods he also makes the 
warps used in his jeans manufactured by him at his factory known 
as the ‘*Shady Lea Mills.’” Mr. Rodman’s success has given 
him a prominent place among New England Manufacturers. He 
served for one term in the R. I. General Assembly, and has other- 
wise devoted much of his time to public interests. 

He married April 3, 1841, Almira, daughter of Colonel William 
and Mary (Sanford) Taylor, of North Kingstown. They have had 
nine children : 

1. Franklin, b. Jan. 29, 1842, married Aug. 16, 1863, Sarah R. 
Allen. 

2. Hortense, b. Aug. 29, 1843, married Jan. 1865, George O. 
Allen. 

3. Albert, b. May 23, 1845, married Dec. 1868, Mary Allen. 

4. Charles, b. March 16, 1848, married, 1st, Jan. 1, 1868, 
Mary E. Money; 2d, Nov. 1878, Ezadore Kingsley. 

5. Walter, b. Mar. 11, 1850, d. March 9, 1851. 

6. Emily, b. Jan. 15, 1852. 

7. Walter, b. Feb. 3, 1853, m. Aug. 20, 1879, Carrie E. Tabor, 
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8. Thomas F., b. Feb. 24, 1867, d. Aug. 18, 1858. 

9. Almira T., b. Jan. 8, 1861, d. Jan. 30, 1864. 

Mrs. Rodman’s father was born October 14, 1792, and died in 
North Kingstown, Feb. 27, 1845. Her mother was born Jan. 29, 
1790 and died Mar. 20, 1866. 

Mr. Rodman’s integrity and enterprising spirit have caused him 
to occupy an influential position in the community, and he is 
highly esteemed by a large circle of acquaintance. 





THOMAS CLARKE THE SuRVEYOR.—Thomas Clarke, of Rich- 
mond, was a land surveyor, and the proprietors for his ser- 
vices, gave him a tract of three hundred acres of land in 
Richmond of his own selection. It is said that he took it in 
the most rocky part of the town, at which the people mar- 


veled. His house stood some distance from the road, and - 


the spot is now marked by the remains of the chimney only. 
The old pioneer is buried a short distance west of here in the 
centre of a brush pasture, and his grave is overgrown with 
briers and brush. A new house has been since built nearer 
to the road. Distance a mile or more east of Arcadia. 





BIRTHPLACE OF ComMODORE OLIvER H. Perry.—The fol- 
lowing statement is furnished me relating to the birthplace of 
Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, by Mrs. Abigail Steadman, 
of South Kingstown : 


Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, son of Raymond and grand- 
son of Freeman Perry, was born in his grandfather’s house at 
Matunock in what was then called ‘‘ Back side.’’ My mother 
took care of the Commodore’s mother when he was born. My 
mother was a daughter of Caleb Tefft, and Raymond Perry was 
first cousin to him. I have often heard my mother (Mercy Tefft) 
say that she was the first person that ever rocked the Commodore. 

J. T. Norruvr. 


Mrs. Steadman was living, in 1882, in full possession of her 
abilities at an age of upwards of 90 years. Her mother died 
very aged, so that the birthplace of the Commodore seems to be 
well placed. The old lady regarded the event as one of the red 
letter days in her life, and was never weary of relating the 
facts, as she knew no one able to dispute her claim.—Eb. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

AMERICAN MaGazine OF History.—This superb work was 
never better than now. It is presenting to its readers a se- 
ries of very important historical papers which it will repay 
the scholar to read attentively. Its Serial (The private cor- 
respondence of Sir Henry Clinton,) commenced in the Oct. 
number will prove indeed a revelation to many dark events of 
Revolutionary struggle. Let it be well read. 





THe Newport HistoricaL MaGazine.—This work grows 
better with age, and we note with interest its improvement in 
. several features in its July, 1883, No. 





THE WEEKLY RuHopE IsLanD TELEPHONE.—This is the 
name of a weekly newspaper now being published in our own 
town (North Kingstown.) Its Editor, Judge J. W. Gardiner, 
is a gentleman well qualified for the work, and he brings into 
the field a ripe scholarship that cannot but make itself felt. 
The old town has long needed a work of this kind, and now 
that this want has been supplied we wish the enterprise much 
success. Published at Wickford, R. I., at $1 00 per year. 
Address as above. 





NortH Kingstown Recorps.—We are very anxious to ob- 
tain copies from old records of Births, Marriages and Deaths 
of families or persons residing or belonging to the town of 
North Kingstown previous to 1850. The records having been 
much damaged by fire we are much interested in restoring 
many of the dates now lost. Any one therefore who has or 
can obtain copies of records of families in this town, or who 
will give us information where they can be obtained, will re- 
ceive the thanks of the Editor of this Magazine. Every date 
helps and we would urge every one in any way interested to 
help us to the above information. 








A 
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CorrecTion.—Our esteemed contributor, Mr. Joseph P. 
Hazard, wishes us to correct a few errors that between Him- 
self, Editor and Printer, has crept into his article in our April 
1883 Number. 

Next to top line on page 292 read sit for set. In next line, 
for greatest read gayest. 

He (Nailer Tom) so forcibly presented his subject that even 
if it was an animal he described he would look like his sub- 
ject. 

The word miserable wants a y at the end of it instead of an 
e, on this page, (292.) 

In line 5 on page 298 read entirely for unduly. 

In line 10, on same page, 294, for the word what read which. 

In line 20 same page for Mulnunk read Crooked. ; 

Peace Dale was named in honor of Mary Peace, wife of 
Rowland Hazard, Esq., 1st. 

On page 295, for the sentence “J found so many cobble 
stone walls,” §&c., read “I founded a many gabled stone house, 
Sc.” and so far as this repeats itself should be stricken out 
in this paragraph. 

On page 298, 11th line from bottom, read Anna for Ann. 

On page 296, 3d line from the top, for family read prevaii- 
ing, and for the word share read shared. 

We believe these are all the errors that our esteemed friend 
has called our attention to, and we will here say we regret 
that even one should have so happened, but we having made 
the mistakes take here the opportunity to correct them, and 
will cheerfully correct any error in our work in the future 
that our attention is called to. We want our statements cor- 
rect, and if not made so the first time we will try the second, 
and even the third time, and until we get the fact correct. 
We regret the pain that it causes our authors to see an error 
in their work, and we will here promise to have a more care- 
ful supervision than we have yet had (and we have thought 
that we were very careful,) in order to avoid such offences in 
the future. 
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Tue Souta Kinestown Recorp.—In our January number 
we shall commence the publication of the South Kingstown 
record of Births, Marriages and Deaths as recorded in the 
town records from 1723 to 1850. 





Our sketch of Quidnessett Church was prepared by Rev. 
William P. Chipman, the pastor. 





Errata.—Kith Hill, on bottom of page 108, should read 
Kitts. 





QUERIES. 


1. Job Waterman, Overseer of the Poor, Johnston, for 
year ending June, 1766: Councilman for years ending June, 
1793, 1794: Treasurer years ending June, 1795-1796. Was 
he a son of John Waterman (who had a saw and grist mill 
on Pocassett brook,) or of Benjamin Waterman? 


2. Did Job Waterman, son of Benjamin, have a son 
Job, Jr. ? 


3. Who was Job Waterman, Jr., who was admitted a 
freeman in Johnston, April 17, 1765 ? 


4, Who was Job Waterman, Jr., who was Councilman in 
Johnston years ending June, 1775, 1792, 1793 ? 


5. Who was Job Waterman, Jr., who was Treasurer in 
Johnston year ending June, 1792? 


6. Benjamin Waterman, (grandson of Col. Richard, 12th 
Prop. of Providence) and first of the name to settle in what 
is now Johnston, had a son Benjamin, Jr. Did he have other 
children, and if so what were their names? 


Wm. H. Waterman. 
New BeprorpD, Mass., July 31, 1883. 





-— 
ma 
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7. Joseph Sanford was born Feb. 18, 1740, and married 
Mary Clarke, June 13, 1764. Was he the son of Esbon San- 
ford, who was born 1693, and married Mary Woodward, Sept. 
27,1716? Ifso, who was Esbon’s father ? 


Pretec F. PIerce. 
Hami.ton, July 1, 1883. 


8. AUSTIN.—Rosert Austin’, Kings ‘Town, R. I., died 
before 1687. Who was his wife? What were his children’s 
names ? 


9, JEREMIAH AustIN’, Kings Town, Exeter, R.1., was born 
1660 to 1670, and married 1690 to 1695, Elizabeth . 
Who were parents of Elizabeth? What were the names of 
children of Jeremiah ? 





10. Rosert Austin’, Kings Town, Westerly, Charlestown ; 
born 1690 to 1695, and died 1752 at Charlestown, R. I. His 
wife was Hannah . Who were parents of Hannah? What 
the were names of children of Robert ? 





11. CARPENTER.—Epusram Carpenter, Pawtuxet, R. I., 
Oyster Bay, Long Island; he died after 1698, having had two 
wives, viz.: Susannah England and Lydia ——. Who were 
parents of his wives? Did he leave a will ? 


12. CONGDON.—James Conepon, Kings Town, Provi- 
dence, Charlestown, R. IL; born 1686 and died 1757. He 
married (1st) Abigail Eldred; (2d) —— Westcott; (8d) 
Mary Hoxsie (widow of Joseph.) Who were the parents of 
the Westcott wife? Her first name ? 


18. ELDRED.—Samvet Evprep, Cambridge, Mass., Ston- 


ington, Ct., Wickford, R. I. He died after 1687. Did he 
leave a wi!l ? 


14. KNOWLES.—Henry Know es.—Kings Town, R. I., 
(son of the first settler of that name). Left a will, of which 
a copy is in existence. Where is the copy of will ? 
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15. LOCKWOOD.—AsraHam Lockwoop, Warwick, R. I.; 
born about 1670. Who were his parents? 


16. STAFFORD.—Tuomas Starrorp, Warwick, R. I.; 
died 1677. It is stated that he left a will. Is there a copy 
of this wi!l ? 


17. STONE.—Hvex Stone, Boston, Mass., Warwick, 
Providence, R. I. He was born 1638. Who were his pa- 
rents ? 


18. UTTER.—Nicnoias Utter, Kings Town, R. I., Ston- 
ington, Ct., died 1722. He married abouf 1670 Elizabeth 
Who were parents of both ? 


19. WESTCOTT.—SruxeLey Westcott, Salem, Mass., 
Providence, Warwick, R. I., died 1677. What was his wife’s 
name ? 





JoHN QO. AUSTIN. 
PRovIDENCE, R. I., Aug. 1, 1883. 


20. Benjamin Remington, Presidential Elector, 1804, and 
Nathaniel S. Ruggles, ditto, 1832 or 6. Of what town were 
these gentlemen residents of ? 

S. H. ALLEN. 





ANSWERS TO QUERIES. 

To query 12 (July 1883). Susannah Earle was the daughter 
of John and Sarah (Potter) Earle, who were married in Kings 
Towne March 19, 1711-12, and their children as recorded in 
the South Kingstown records are: I—Benjamin, December 18, 
1712. II—Susannah, June 25,1715. IlI—Abigail, Aug. 7, 
1724. IV—Lydia, Dec. 30, 1726. 


John Earle had a comb and fulling mill in the town. Was 
he a descendent of Ralph Earle of Portsmouth? Who was 
Sarah Potter ? 


























VibbA PAIRS, 


Testimonial from one of the Best Painters in New England. 


Taunton, Mass., October 18, 1881. 
I have used the VILLA PAINTS for the last ten years; for over five 
years I have used nothing else for colored work, and consider them 


SUPERIOR TO THE BEST LEAD AND OIL, 





for covering and wearing qualities. 
them twice, and do not hesitate to use it on the best custom work. 


I have painted my own house with 
In- 


deed so well have they stood the test that parties often stipulate for its 


use én preference to anything else. 


For my own part I would 


pay one dollar per hundred more for it to use on colored 
work than the best white lead colored in the usual way. 


_H. L. DAVIS, 


Dealer in House Paper, Paints, Oils, ete. 


Sample Cards furnished on application to 


OLIVER JOHNSON & CO0., Sole Manufacturers, 


13 to 19 Exchange Street, 





JOHN B. PEIRCE & SON, 
CORN, MEAL, FEED, OATS, &b, 


Grist Mill, 


BRADLEY'S FERTILIZERS, 


BROWN ST,, - WICKFORD. 





Ss. L. PARKIS, 


DEALER IN 


Choice Groceries, | 


Dry Goods, Boots and Shoes, 
CROCKERY, GLASS WARE, 


—AND— 
General Family Supplies. 
HAMILTON, ---°-- RI. 


- - Providence, R. 1. 


George T. Cranston, 
THE SWAMPTOWN MERCHANT, 


STILL CONTINUES AT THE 


Farmers Exchange & General Variety Store, 


Where he continues to serve his customers, old 
and new, with all goods at 


BOTTOM PRICES. 


Order wagons ran regularly through all the ad- 
joining villages. 


WEST WICKFORD, R. I. 








Established 1831. 


A. M. THOMAS & SON, 


DEALERS IN 


DRY GOODS 
CLOTHING, 


HATS AND CAPS, LADIES’, MISSES’ AND 
CHILDRENS’ BOOTS & SHOES, 
AGENTS FOR ‘* DOMESTIC,’”? PAPER FASHIONS, 


WICKFORD, R. I. 


A. M. THOMAS. P. J. Tuomas. 
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Newport Wistorical Hllagazine, 


HENRY KE, TURNER, M. D., EDITOR. 


PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
BY THE 
Dewpor! Historical Publishing Company, 
128 TIIAMES ST., NEWPORT, R. I. | 


TERMS - - gt oe SS as $2.00 per year, in advance. 


The Newport Historical Magazine is devoted to the history of Newport, R. I., and 
the adjacent towns. 


THE 


Narragansett Historical Register, 


A Magazine devoted to the Antiquities, Genealogy, and His- | 
torical Matter illustrating the History of the State of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. 





JAMES N. ARNOLD, EDITOR. 


TERMS - - - - - - $2.00 per year, in advance. | 
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